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Contributions  for  Though  the  contributions  received  in  the  month  clos- 
THE  Month.  ing  March  i8th  were  $756.40  less  than  in  the  cor- 
responding month  in  1902,  yet  it  is  encouraging  to  see  that  in  the  first  five 
months  of  the  year  we  have  gained  $3,500.  This,  however,  leaves  so  large 
a  part  of  the  $20,000  advance  needed  to  come  in  the  seven  months  remain- 
ing, tliat  it  should  move  us  all  to  do  our  utmost.  The  situation  is  the  more 
grave  as  the  decrease  in  legacies  is  great,  $13,352.19, — only  $6,197.77  li'^^ving 
been  received  thus  far.  The  women  in  our  churches  are  richer  this  year 
than  ever  before.  Must  the  Master's  cause  stand  like  a  beggar  before  them, 
to  be  sent  empty  away  We  might  learn  from  the  heathen  Christians  in  this 
matter. 

The  semiannual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  will  be  held 
in  tlie  Congregational  Church,  Natick,  Mass.,  on  Wednesday,  May  27,  1903. 
An  interesting  programme  will  be  provided,  including  addresses  by  several 
returned  missionaries. 

New  Treasurer  After  twenty-four  years  of  service  as  Treasurer  of 

OF  Suffolk  Branch,  the  Suffolk  Branch,  Miss  Myra  B.  Child  has  resigned 
that  position.  Her  successor  is  Miss  Mary  L.  Pelkey,  30  Mt.  Pleasant 
Street,  North  Cambridge,  who  was  acting  treasurer  during  Miss  Child's 
absence  of  several  months  in  1901-02. 

The  oflficers  of  the  Branch  earnestly  request  that  all  contributions,  whether 
by  auxiliaries  or  individuals,  be  sent  to  Miss  Pelkey,  by  check  or  money 
order,  instead  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  W.  B.  M.  as  formerly. 

Missionary  Miss  Alice  F.  Stillson,  who  labored  in  the  Zulu  Mission 
Personals,  from  1891  to  1901,  was  summoned  home  by  family  reasons. 
She  is  now  working  as  pastor's  assistant  in  Berkeley  Temple,  Boston,  where 
her  missionary  zeal  and  experience  will  find  ample  scope.  She  tells  most 
interesting  stories  of  her  African  work,  especially  that  among  the  miners  at 
Johannesburg. 

A  letter  recently  received  from  Mrs.  Partridge  tells  of  the  illness  of  her 
sister.  Miss  Mary  L.  Graffam,  our  own  missionary.  Wearied  by  the  new 
and  arduous  work,  two  exposures  to  severe  cold  prostrated  her,  and  the 
supposed  influenza  developed  into  typhoid  fever.  The  crisis  had  passed 
safely  when  the  letter  was  written,  but  the  patient  was  very  weak,  and  some 
time  must  pass  before  she  can  go  back  to  her  school  work.  This  throws 
the  care  largely  on  Mrs.  Partridge,  whose  hands  were  already  more  than  full. 
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The  pleasant  word  comes  from  Constantinople  that  Miss  Kinney,  of  Ada- 
bazar,  came  to  that  city  in  January  to  meet  lier  father,  just  arriving  by  the 
French  steamer.  They  went  together  to  Adabazar  next  day,  and  the  five 
weeks'  visit  has  been  crowded  full  of  interest  to  the  father  and  of  refresh- 
ment to  the  daughter. 

In  Memoriam.  A  pamphlet  in  memory  of  Miss  Abbie  B.  Child,  for  many 
years  editor  of  Life  and  Light  and  Home  Secretary  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Missions,  is  in  press,  and  will  appear  at  an  early  date.  Addresses  at  the 
funeral  and  at  the  Friday  morning  memorial  service  ;  character  sketches 
and  tributes  of  appreciation  from  Miss  Stanwood,  Mrs.  Capron,  Miss  Dver 
and  Mrs.  Cook;  the  editorial  in  the  Congregationalist  entitled,  "A  Mis- 
sionary Stateswoman  ;  "  quotations  from  numerous  resolutions  of  the  various 
missionary  organizations  with  which  Miss  Child  was  connected,  and  from 
many  letters,  also  strategic  extracts  from  Miss  Child's  writings,  will  be 
brought  together  in  permanent  form  in  this  little  volume.  The  work  of 
editing  has  been  done  by  Mrs.  Joseph  Cook,  with  the  assistance  of  Miss 
Stanwood. 

Farewell  to  Many  friends  gathered  at  the  Missionary  Home  in  Auburn- 
MissioNARiKs.  dale  on  the  evening  of  April  2d  to  say  farewell,  witii  hand- 
clasps and  fervent  good  wishes,  to  a  group  of  missionaries  returning  to 
Africa,  and  to  Dr.  E.  E.  Strong,  wdio  accompanies  them  as  head  of  the 
deputation  to  that  country.  Dr.  George  A.  Wilder,  with  Mrs.  Wilder,  of 
Chikore,  in  the  East  Central  Africa  Mission,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  N. 
Ransom  of  the  Zulu  Mission,  sailed  on  April  7th.  With  them  goes  also 
Dr.  Sydney  Strong,  of  Oak  Park,  111.,  and  Mr.  Winslow,  the  third  member 
of  the  deputation,  plans  to  join  them  in  London.  Mrs.  Ransom  rejoices  in 
the  companionship  of  her  motlier,  Mrs.  Calhoun,  for  many  years  a  mission- 
ary of  the  Presbyterian  Board  in  Syria.  In  the  receiving  line  at  the  recep- 
tion stood  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Olds,  wlio  sail  early  in  May  for  Japan  ; 
Mrs.  Olds  being  the  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  D.  Davis,  of  Kyoto,  and  so  return- 
ing to  her  fatherland.  In  the  group  w^ere  also  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  M. 
Allen,  who  plan  to  go  to  Bardezag,  Western  Turkey,  in  the  earlv  summer. 
Tlie  meeting  in  Pilgrim  Hall  on  April  3d  was  a  farewell  service  to  these 
departing  missionaries.  Dr.  Judson  Smitli,  secretary  of  the  missions  in 
Africa,  spoke  tenderly  of  our  regret  at  the  parting  with  these  friends,  and 
then,  in  stirring  words,  of  the  joy  which  dominates  the  sorrow.  "  You  go," 
he  said,  "as  soldiers  to  the  front,  where  the  battle  is  on,"  and  every  heart 
must  have  vowed  a  more  perfect  allegiance  to  the  Leader,  and  have  resolved 
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to  do  her  utmost  to  stay  up  the  hands  and  souls  of  these  heroes  who  go  to 
carry  the  gospel  of  the  kingdom.  Earnest  words,  both  humorous  and 
pathetic,  were  spoken  by  the  missionaries,  and  Dr.  Strong  lifted  us  all  in 
his  warm  faith  and  radiant,  unselfish  purpose.  Let  us  surround  these  friends 
with  a  panoply  of  prayer,  that  they  may  abide  under  shadow  of  the  Al- 
mighty and  that  their  labor  be  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 

The  twentieth  annual  meeting  of  the  International  Missionary  Union  will 
be  held  at  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.,  June  3-9,  1903.  All  foreign  missionaries 
of  any  evangelical  denomination  are  eligible  to  membership,  and  are  entitled 
to  free  entertainment.  Special  instruction  will  be  given  to  newly  appointed 
missionaries.  Further  information  can  be  obtained  by  addressing  Mrs.  C. 
C.  Thayer,  Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y. 

A  Timely  A  very  attractive  and  interesting  leaflet  has  just  appeared  most 
Leaflet.  opportunely,  entitled  "  Girls'  Boarding  School,  Ahmednagar, 
India."  It  contains  information  that  is  most  pertinent  and  appealing,  and 
should  reach  every  woman.  To  do  honor  to  our  beloved  dead  in  serving 
the  girls  who  will  shape  the  future  of  India  is  a  privilege  we  cannot  forego. 
The  leaflet  will  be  sent  free  of  charge  on  application  to  Miss  A.  R.  Harts- 
horn. 

In  a  recent  Friday  meeting  in  Pilgrim  Hall,  a  visitor  from  a  remote 
country  town  told,  with  glowing  heart  and  words  eloquent,  though  few,  of 
the  cheer  and  spiritual  enkindling  she  had  found  in  attending  two  of  these 
gatherings  for  prayer.  Her  testimony  certainly  gave  a  reacting  stimulus  to 
the  faithful  ones  who  are  always  in  their  places  unless  a  special  providence 
detains.  There  is  plenty  of  room  and  the  warmest  of  welcomes  for  all  such 
visitors.  Do  come,  and  clasp  hands  and  join  prayers  with  us,  dear  sister, 
whose  face  we  have  never  seen.  In  the  same  meeting  Miss  Closson  told  a 
good  story  of  one  way  in  which  the  old  promise  was  fulfilled,  "  He  maketh 
the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  Him."  While  in  the  hospital  at  Cesarea,  a  man 
from  a  country  village  received  a  New  Testament.  Returning  to  his  home, 
he  read  and  loved  the  little  book  more  and  more.  The  village  priest,  infuri- 
ated at  learning  this,  snatched  the  book  from  him,  tore  out  the  leaves,  and 
scattered  them  in  the  mire,  up  and  down  the  village  street.  But  printed 
paper  is  rare  and  very  precious  in  those  communities,  and  when  the  people 
saw  these  fragments  on  the  ground  they  eagerly  gathered  them  up,  every 
one,  as  here  we  should  pick  up  scattered  coin.  So  the  separate  leaves  were 
carried  into  many  homes,  and  men  read  them  greedily.  When  later  a  col- 
porteur came  to  that  village,  he  sold  about  two  hundred  Testaments  and 
Bibles. 
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Annual  Meeting  of  The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Ramabai 
Ramabai  Association.  Association  was  held  on  March  23d  in  the  chapeL 
of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  and  the  reports  given  of  the  past  year's  work, 
were  satisfactory  and  hopeful.  The  change  of  the  Sharada  Sadan  from  a 
non-religious  to  a  Christian  basis  has  been  made  known  with  the  utmost 
frankness, — a  frankness  due  to  those  supporting  the  school.  A  loss  of  a 
few  contributions  has  followed,  more  than  balanced  by  the  gain  of  others. 
No  one  can  doubt  the  sense  of  duty  which  moved  Ramabai  to  make  the 
change,  and  we  expect  that  coming  years  will  justify  her  wisdom.  After 
the  reports,  Nermaddabai,  one  of  the  widows  from  the  school,  told  with; 
charming  words  and  manner  something  of  her  own  experience,  and  the  love- 
and  shelter  given  by  Ramabai  to  meet  her  loneliness  and  need.  She  told 
also  of  the  coming  of  the  famine  orphans  to  the  school,  gathered  in  by  the- 
loving  thought  of  their  leader,  and  put  largely  in  charge  of  the  older  girls. 
Spite  of  inexperience,  I  did  the  best  I  can,"  she  said,  and  evidently  the 
memory  of  those  days  is  a  blessing  to  her.  She  is  now,  with  three  others, 
girl  widows  from  Poona,  studying  kindergartening  near  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  her  heart  turns  eagerly  to  her  home  and  work  in  India. 

Memorial  to  In  February,  1902,  the  home  of  the  missionary  physician 
Dr.  Storrs.  in  Foochow  was  burned,  and  the  hospital  so  much  injured 
as  to  be  practically  worthless.  Now  the  people  of  the  Church  of  the  Pil- 
grims,  Brooklyn,  are  proposing  to  erect  new  buildings  to  replace  these  as- 
a  memorial  to  their  former  pastor.  Dr.  R.  S.  Storrs,  long  president  of  the- 
American  Board.  This  hospital  gives  about  twenty  thousand  treatments, 
yearly,  reaching  easily  not  less  than  one  million  people.  New  and  modern 
buildings  and  equipment  will  greatly  enlarge  its  usefulness.  The  church 
could  devise  no  more  fitting  way  to  express  their  loving  memory  of  their 
honored  pastor  than  thus  to  heal  the  suffering  in  remembering  his  name. 

The  authorities  in  China  have  issued  an  edict  requiring  all  students  in 
Chinese  universities  to  render  worship  to  Confucius.  This  will  debar  many 
Christian  students  from  attending  such  schools,  and  result  in  the  resignation 
of  many  Christian  professors.  This  renders  it  all  the  more  necessary  that 
missionary  schools  and  colleges  should  be  liberally  supported.  The  Tung- 
cho  College  is  now  asking  for  an  endowment  of  $250, cxx).  Every  graduate 
of  this  college  is  a  Christian.  Canton  College  is  much  in  need  of  funds  for 
buildings.  The  native  Christians  in  China  need  special  prayer  during  this 
trying  crisis.  The  general  outlook  in  the  empire  is  most  encouraging,  the 
only  backward  step  being  this  edict  requiring  Confucian  worship. — Afi'S' 
sionary  Review. 
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New  Studies  We  have  long  read  much  of  the  great  honor  that  China 
IN  China.  pays  to  learning,  meaning  by  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
writings  of  Confucius  and  of  other  classics.  Now  we  learn  of  an  amazing 
change.  In  eleven  of  her  eighteen  provinces,  colleges  have  been  opened 
for  the  study  of  Western  learning.  Japanese  text-books  on  Western  sub- 
jects are  translated  into  Chinese  by  the  score,  and  sold  by  tens  of  thousands. 
Some  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  candidates  for  the  Chinese  M.A. 
degree  were  to  answer  questions  this  year  on  Western  civilization  generally, 
while  nearly  ten  times  as  many  are  candidates  for  the  B.A.  This  reform 
will  affect  four  hundred  million  people,  and  no  greater  change  has  occurred 
in  the  world's  history  than  this  promises  to  bring  about.  Dr.  Timothy 
Richard,  a  leader  among  the  missionaries,  honored  by  converts  and  man- 
darins alike,  says  this  movement  is  better  than  a  thousand  missionaries. 

-"The  Sleeping  We  read  of  a  mysterious  disease  known  for  several  years 
Sickness."  in  Middle  Africa,  and  now  spreading  to  Uganda,  where  it 
is  rapidly  depopulating  the  country,  probably  twenty  thousand  persons  being 
already  afflicted  with  it.  This  disease  is  described  as  the  general  on-coming 
of  a  state  of  somnolence  and  torpor,  increasing  as  the  months  go  by  till  the 
victim  is  too  weak  to  walk,  and  even  disinclined  to  eat.  Tiie  patient  usu- 
ally starves  to  death,  and  the  fatal  termination  is  never  delayed  more  than 
eighteen  months.  No  organic  trouble  can  be  discovered  during  life,  and 
no  post-mortem  examination  has  revealed  the  secret.  Several  cases  have 
been  taken  to  London,  where  the  wisest  physicians  were  utterly  baffled. 
At  last,  however, — thanks  to  the  perfection  of  modern  science  and  the  progress 
in  our  knowledge  of  the  microbic  causation  of  many  diseases, — an  Italian 
physician,  Dr.  Castellani,  has  discovered  the  probable  origin  of  the  trouble. 
The  malady  seems  to  be  contagious,  and  the  government  is  taking  steps  to 
segregate  the  sick,  hoping  thus  to  stamp  out  the  disease.  Is  it  pessimistic  to 
say  that  a  like  lethargy  seems  to  rest  on  many  Christians  at  home.^  The 
spiritual  life  of  many  seems  so  sluggish,  they  are  living  with  so  little  exercise 
and  so  little  food  spiritually,  that  they  are  deaf  to  the  cry  of  the  perishing, 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  the  Master.  The  very  life  is  slipping  away  from  such 
souls,  and  we  all  need  to  follow  in  earnest  service  and  devotion  Him  who 
said,     I  am  come  that  ye  might  have  life,  and  may  have  it  abundantly." 

Boer  Soldiers  becoming        A  South  African  journal  tells  a  story  "  stranger 
Missionaries.  than  fiction,  to  the  effect  that  no  less  than  one 

hundred  and  seventy-five  Boer  prisoners,  while  confined  at  St.  Helena, 
Ceylon,  India,  and  the  Bermudas,  were  converted,  and  have  devoted  them- 
selves to  life  service  as  missionaries  to  the  heathen.  Returning  home,  they 
^re  received  by  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  and  great  preparations  have 
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been  begun  to  help  them  to  the  education  needed  for  their  work."  Know- 
ing tlie  Kaffir  country,  people,  and  language,  these  men  should  be  specially 
adapted  to  work  among  that  race,  and  so  in  giving  them  the  gospel  to  atone 
for  the  years  of  oppression  in  which  the  Boers  have  held  them  for  generations^ 


A  REVIEW  OF  RECENT  EVENTS. 

BY  MRS.  J.  O.  MEANS. 

Africa. — Ethiopia  from  all  her  borders  is  now  "  stretching  out  her  hands 
unto  God." 

At  the  coronation  of  King  Edward,  the  king  of  Abyssinia  was  represented 
by  two  envoys,  on-e  of  them  the  governor  of  the  province  of  Gondar.  Before 
leaving  London  tliis  official  sent  for  a  secretary  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society,  and  asked  that  a  medical  missionary  might  be  sent  to  the  capital 
city  of  Abyssinia,  "  to  teach  and  heal  as  the  Saviour  did."  These  were  his 
own  words. 

Another  African  envoy  to  the  coronation  was  Lewanika,  king  of  the 
Barotse  people,  on  the  upper  Zambesi  River.  When  the  French  Protes- 
tants began  a  mission  in  his  country  some  twenty  years  ago  this  king  was 
an  unclad  savage  ;  a  cruel,  drunken  tyrant.  Under  the  influence  of  the 
missionaries  he  gave  up  strong  drink  entirely,  dressed  like  a  gentleman,  and 
has  become  perfectly  friendly.  He  came  regularly  to  the  religious  ser- 
vices, and  joined  in  the  singing,  and  allowed  one  of  liis  numerous  wives 
who  had  become  a  Christian  to  leave  him.  One  of  his  daughters  is  a 
Christian  teacher,  and  Litia,  his  son  and  heir,  is  living  an  honorable  Chris- 
tian life. 

But  Lewanika  himself  did  not  yield  his  heart  to  Christ.  So  when  King 
Edward  sent  Colonel  Harding  to  conduct  him  to  England,  the  missionaries 
were  in  an  agony  of  anxiety  and  of  prayer  lest  he  should  see  the  worst  side  of 
civilization,  and  return  less  disposed  than  ever  to  listen  to  the  gospel  call. 
But  he  has  been  surrounded  by  good  people  who  have  shown  him  every 
kindness,  and  he  has  gone  back  apparently  just  the  same,  except  that  some 
of  those  who  have  been  with  him  think  that  he  now  jDrays. 

West  Central  Africa. — The  recent  uprising  in  Angola  has  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  Portuguese  Government  to  the  frauds  and  cruelties  of  the 
white  traders,  which  had  finally  goaded  the  natives  beyond  endurance.  The 
captains  of  the  forts,  who  had  failed  to  see  justice  done,  have  been  with- 
drawn, and  a  commissioner  has  been  sent  to  inquire  into  the  grievances  of 
the  people.  New  commanders  are  now  replacing  the  old  ones  at  the  forts, 
and  the  laws  against  slave  trading  are  enforced. 
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Official  bulletins  lately  issued  at  Lisbon  announce  that  the  first  section  of 
a  railroad  from  the  coast  to  Bihe  is  to  be  started  at  once,  and  that  telegraphic 
communication  with  Bailundu  is  also  to  be  established.  Bridges  are  to  be 
built,  roads  made,  and  the  natives  made  to  assist  in  the  building, — the  land 
to  be  allotted  to  various  chiefs  who  will  be  responsible  for  its  cultivation,  and 
no  ill  treatment  of  natives  to  be  allowed.  A  hospital  will  be  established  at 
each  fort,  with  a  medical  staff  and  one  or  Ivvo  priests.  If  only  some  of 
these  things  are  done,"  writes  a  missionary  lady,  "  what  a  change  will  be 
made  !  And  of  course  we  wonder  how  it  will  affect  missions.  Will  the 
gospel  be  preached  as  freely  as  before  }  Will  the  natives  listen  more  eagerly  ? 
But  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  knows  all ;  so  pray  that  we  may  do  our  part 
faithfully  and  unweariedly." 

India. — The  Scotch  missions  in  Lidia  have  begun  an  effort,  such  as  has 
for  some  time  been  made  by  Germans  in  Africa  and  elsewhere,  to  provide 
for  the  future  of  the  two  thousand  three  hundred  orphans  under  their  care. 
They  must  be  taught  trades,  but  the  Scotch  mission  cannot  undertake  such 
a  task.  It  is  planned  that  Christian  people  should  organize  a  business 
society,  provide  capital,  start '  industries,  and  employ  managers  who  should 
be  capable  and  skillful  Christian  workers,  watchful  for  evangelistic  service 
among  the  orphans,  as  well  as  practical  business  men.  The  profits  should 
pay  a  fair  income  to  tiie  investors,  while  providing  for  the  training  of  the 
orplians  in  self-support.  The  German  society  of  this  sort  hands  over  a 
handsome  profit  to  the  German  mission. 

South  America. — We  are  little  acquainted  with  missions  in  the  Neglected 
Continent,  and  it  comes  as  a  blessed  surprise  to  learn  that  there  are  now  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Brazil  about  ten  thousand  communicants.  This 
is  the  work  of  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church. 

Syria. — American  Presbyterians  also  record  the  wonderful  progress  of 
their  mission  in  Syria  during  the  past  fifty  years.  There  has  been  a  great 
revolution  of  public  opinion  as  to  the  education  of  women.  Multitudes  have 
learned  to  read,  and  the  Bible  is  widely  circulated. 

The  Syi'ian  Protestant  College  at  Beirut  is  wielding  an  immense  influence 
all  over  Western  Asia  and  Northeastern  Africa.  It  was  founded  some 
years  ago  by  Dr.  Daniel  Bliss,  with  a  few  boys  in  a  small  wooden  house. 
There  are  now  twelve  substantial  stone  buildings  and  six  hundred  students, 
— the  flower  of  the  lands  adjacent.  Throughout  Syria  there  is  a  material 
moral  and  intellectual  awakening. 

Italy. — It  is  a  remarkable  and  significant  sign  of  the  times  that  a  new  and 
good  translation  of  the  Gospels  and  the  Acts  into  Italian  has  been  issued  in 
Rome  with  the  approval  of  the  Vatican.    The  Pope  has  actually  granted  an 
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*' indulgence "  to  every  Catholic  who  will  read  this  book  fifteen  minutes 
every  day.  It  is  placed  within  the  reach  of  all  by  the  price, — four  cents  in 
paper  covers,  six  cents  in  cloth.  And  the  preface  speaks  of  those  outside 
the  Church  of  Rome  as  "our  Protestant  brethren"!  It  would  seem  tliat 
this  great  change  in  the  attitude  of  the  Catholic  Church,  both  in  Italy  and 
France,  must  be  felt  throughout  all  papal  lands.  The  Bishop  of  Rochelle 
has  declared:  "We  must  modernize  our  methods.  We  must  return  to  the 
abandoned  and  neglected  Bible.  When  one  considers  that  in  our  theological 
seminaries  only  one  hour  a  week  is  given  to  the  Bible,  one  is  astounded." 
The  Archbishop  of  Paris  has  expressed  himself  in  much  the  same  way. 


WERE  THEY  WORTH  SAVING? 

LATER  LIFE  OF  FAMINE  ORPHANS  OF  1876. 
BY  MRS.   GEORGE  T.  WASHBURN. 

NDIA  has  been  a  land  of  famines  from  time  immemorial. 
T/ie  Mahdbhdrata  describes  one  of  twelve  years'  duration. 
In  1396  whole  districts  were  said  to  have  been  depopulated  by 
famine.  A  Mohammedan  historian  writes  of  one  in  1556  so 
severe  that  the  whole  country  became  a  desert,  and  no  hus- 
bandman remained  to  till  the  ground.  In  Bengal,  in  1870,  the 
extremity  was  so  great  that  the  people  sold  their  sons  and 
daughters,  till  at  length  no  buyers  of  children  could  be  found,  and  the  living 
fed  on  the  dead.  Such  was'the  condition  of  things  in  the  earlier  centuries. 
Since,  however,  the  rule  of  the  country  came  under  the  British  crown  these 
oft-recurring  famines  have  been  carefully  studied  and  written  about,  and 
much  has  been  done  by  the  government  to  mitigate  distress  and  save  life. 
But  we  have  not  seen  the  last  of  them  yet. 

Many  of  the  older  readers  of  Life  and  Light  will  remember  the  Orissa 
famine  that  occurred  in  1866,  which  carried  off  multitudes  of  people.  An- 
other of  the  great  famines  was  that  of  1877-78  in  Southern  IndiS  and  tlie 
Deccan,  in  which  five  millions  perished  ;  and  now  within  the  last  few  years 
there  have  occurred  in  Western  and  Central  India  two  famines  widely 
extended  and  of  such  long  duration  that  tliey  might  be  called  one  rather  than 
two. 

It  is  of  some  incidents  connected  with  the  famine  of  1877-78  that  I  write 
now,  after  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed.  At  this  distance  of  time  I  can 
write  not  only  of  events  then,  but  of  some  results  that  have  grown  out  of 
attempts  of  relief. 
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As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  a  relief  camp  was  opened  at  Pasumalai, 
government  famine  officials,  missionaries  and  others  began  sending  there 
the  starving  children  they  found  about  them,  and  soon  we  had  a  large  num- 
ber of  these  rescued  ones  under  our  care.  I  wWl  not  dwell  upon  their  con- 
dition and  needs,  for  they  were  similar  to  other  famine-stricken  children. 
We  found  it  necessary  to  treat  all  alike  ;  to  make  no  difference  in  regard  to 
caste  ;  to  give  the  same  food,  prepared  by  the  same  cooks  to  all,  including,  as 
it  did,  children  of  thirty  and  more  castes,  all  eating  together, — an  unheard 
of  thing  among  Hindus.  Well  do  I  remember,  late  one  afternoon,  a  high- 
caste  boy  and  girl,  bearing  the  marks  of  great  need,  appearing  on  our 
doorsteps  asking  aid.  We  told  them  we  could  give  them  cooked  food. 
Although  famished  and  exhausted  from  their  long  travel  they  must  needs 
examine  for  themselves  the  condition  of  things.  They  soon  returned,  witli 
tears  in  their  eyes,  saying,  "We  have  never  eaten  food  not  cooked  by  our 
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own  people  nor  with  those  of  other  castes,  and  we  cannot  do  it  now  ;  we 
would  rather  go  hungry."  We  talked  to  them  kindly  and  persuasively,  and 
gave  them  a  place  to  sleep.  The  next  morning,  compelled  by  still  greater 
hunger  and  seeing  no  other  relief,  they  accepted  the  proffered  food,  and  cast 
in  their  lot  with  the  many  who  had  come  before  them.  The  brother  after  a 
time  sickened  and  died.  The  sister  remained,  was  educated  in  the  Madura 
Girls'  School,  and  subsequently  married  one  of  our  famine  orphans — a  gradu- 
£ite  of  the  high  school,  with  a  normal  and  theological  training.  He  became 
head  master  of  one  of  the  mission  boarding  schools,  and  in  1896  was  or- 
dained a  pastor.  He  and  his  wife  cheerfully  took  up  work  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  district,  where  they  have  since  remained.  They  have  lost 
three  children — two  of  them  by  cholera.  After  several  years-  of  sickness, 
news  of  her  death  has  just  come.    Her  noble  Christian  character,  shown 
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through  years  of  affliction  and  suffering,  has  been  an  object  lesson  to  those 
about  her  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  She  and  her  husband  had  for 
some  years,  wholly  or  in  part,  supported  an  orphan  boy  in  school  as  some 
return  for  what  they  themselves  had  received.  And  now  he  writes,  "  I  have 
taken  another  orphan  child  from  my  congregation  to  train  and  educate  in 
compliance  with  my  wife's  dying  request." 

At  the  end  of  the  famine  and  the  closing  of  the  relief  camp  there  were 
from  sixty  to  seventy  children  unclaimed  whom  we  could  not  send  friendless 
away,  and  as  this  country  was  not  then  interested  in  famine  orphans,  we 
assumed  tlie  responsibility  of  caring  for  them.  As  time  went  on  relatives, 
and  in  some  cases  parents,  who  had  abandoned  their  children  in  the  stress 
of  the  famine,  came  and  took  them  away.  The  number  finally  remaining 
was  about  thirty.    These  were  with  us  many  years.    Before  leaving  India, 
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three  years  ago,  we  had  seen  them  all  married  and  settled  in  such  positions 
as  they  were  fitted  for.    The  two  above  mentioned  were  of  this  number. 

Another  boy  whose  parents  died  in  the  famine,  matriculated  at  the  uni« 
versity,  received  a  normal  and  theological  training,  and  was  employed  several 
years  as  a  catechist.  In  1894  he  was  ordained,  and  is  now  a  pastor  in  one 
of  our  mission  stations.  He,  too,  has  a  large  pastorate.  His  wife,  was  one 
of  four  orphans — two  boys  and  two  girls.  Her  sister  is  the  wife  of  a  cate- 
chist, one  brother  is  a  farmer,  and  the  other,  after  being  a  teacher  and  cate- 
chist, has  just  graduated  from  the  Theological  Seminary. 

A  cousin  of  the  above  mentioned,  after  teaching  some  time,  became  a  vil- 
lage postmaster.  At  the  same  time  he  teaches  a  school  and  holds  services 
in  two  or  three  places  on  Sundav. 

Another  has  been  for  some  years  tlie  head  master  of  a  mission  boarding 
school,  and  has  written  not  a  little  Tamil  verse  for  publication.    Still  an- 
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other  is  a  doctor.  He  has  been  employed  by  government  as  a  plague  in- 
spector— one  of  many  along  the  western  border  of  the  Madras  Presidency, 
whose  duty  it  is,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  disease  from  entering  it,  and 
well  and  faithfully  have  they  done  their  work.  Others  found  places  in  the 
printing  ofHce  and  elsewhere. 

The  orphans  have  had  a  direct  Christian  influence  upon  their  heathen 
relatives  and  friends.  K  near  relative  of  one  of  them,  in  his  last  lingering^ 
illness,  thus  became  a  Christian.    Later,  when  dying,  his  family  entreated 


him  to  say  "  Rama,  Rama."  But  he  persisted  in  saying  "Jesus  Christ'  he- 
died  for  me.  I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ."  His  last  request  was  that  he  might 
have  a  Christian  burial,  and  Christian  teachers  and  catechists  from  Pasuma- 
lai  conducted  it  in  accordance  with  his  wish  in  the  presence  of  his  heathen 
relatives. 

A  relative  of  another  orphan  became  a  Christian  under  great  persecution. 
I  could  write  more  concerning  him  had  I  space.  I  will  only  mention  that 
he  married  a  Christian  wife,  and  has  for  some  years  been  doing  good  work 
as  a  teacher  in  one  of  the  Madura  schools.  A  cousin  of  his — a  girl  living 
in  his  village — became  interested  in  Christianity  through  him-  and  stealthily" 
attended  Christian  meetings.    Her  own  mother  was  not  living,  and  her 
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father  gave  her  early  in  marriage,  much  against  iier  will,  to  a  man  two  or 
three  times  her  own  age.  He  was  so  abusive  and  unkind  that  she  lived  with 
him  but  a  few  days,  and  then  escaped  from  him  and  returned  home.  When 
her  father  discovered  that  she  persisted  in  assembling  with  the  Christians  he 
made  her  life  intolerable,  and  her  endurance  became  exhausted.  She  then 
went  to  a  nearby  pastor  for  a  letter  to  bring  to  us.  In  it  he  wrote  the  cir- 
cumstances of  her  case,  and  begged  us  to  receive  her.  This  we  did,  await- 
ing further  developments. 

A  few  days  later  and  her  brother  and  two  or  three  others  full  of  rage  came 
for  her.  In  their  abuse  they  told  her  that  in  joining  this  outcast  religion 
she  had  disgraced  them  and  all  their  family.  Then  pointing  to  Sikkandama- 
lai,  a  rock  more  than  300  feet  high  from  which  suicide  so  ccasionally  precipi- 
tated themselves,  they  said,  Go  there,  and  throw  yourself  down  ;  that 
Avould  be  no  disgrace  compared  with  what  you  have  done." 

Finally  after  much  talk  with  us  they  consented  to  allow  her  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian if  she  would  return  home  with  them,  and  signed  a  paper  to  that  effect. 

She  went  away  very  reluctantly,  for  she  had  no  faith  in  their  promises. 
Not  long  after  this  she  was  dragged  out  of  church  by  her  hair  and  severely 
heaten.  She  came  the  second  time,  entreating  us  to  allow  her  to  remain  on 
our  premises  with  a  relative.  Seeing  how  impossible  it  was  for  her  to  be 
a  Christian  at  home,  and  what  her  condition  there  would  be,  we  could  not 
send  her  away,  and  she  remained. 

The  first  Sunday  she  was  in  the  Pasumalai  cliurch  she  saw  it  filled  with 
TiCatly  dressed  Christians,  heard  the  responsive  Bible  reading  and  the  preach- 
ing, and  all  the  people  singing  together,  even  the  children  ;  she  said  it  seemed 
to  her  like  heaven.  She  thought  heaven  must  be  just  such  a  place — a  place 
she  wished  to  be  in. 

One  day,  some  weeks  later,  we  were  greatly  surprised  by  a  visit  from  this 
girl's  father.  He  had  come  to  tell  us,  he  said,  tliat  he  had  made  arrangements 
for  his  daugliter's  divorce,  according  to  the  custom  of  their  caste,  and  that  she 
was  now  free  from  her  husband.  In  answer  to  our  questions  about  her  living 
at  home  with  him  or  with  her  husband  he  repeatedly  said:  "That  cannot 
be.  It  is  far  better  that  she  remain  with  the  Christians."  He  knew  enough 
about  Christianity  and  what  it  had  done  for  our  orphans — some  of  them  his 
relatives — to  make  him  willing  that  she  should  be  a  Christian  away  from 
home,  but  not  one  at  home.  With  his  approval  to  remain  with  us  we  could 
not  but  believe  that  the  Lord  who  had  led  her  thus  far  in  a  better  life  would 
continue  his  guidance  in  the  future. 

She  soon  learned  to  read,  and  was  sent  to  the  girls'  boarding  school.  There 
she  was  admitted  to  the  church,  and  lived  a  Christian  among  Christians, 
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loved  and  respected.  After  four  or  five  years  she  was  sought  in  marriage  by 
one  of  our  orphans,  and  is  now  a  happy  Christian  in  a  Christian  home — a 
striking  contrast  to  what  her  life  would  have  been  had  she  remained  in  hea- 
thenism. 

This  was  the  tenth  marriage  of  this  caste  alone  that  resulted  from  our  fam- 
ine orplianage.  Of  the  twenty  persons  constituting  these  ten  families  all  but 
four  were  heathen  born,  and  in  all  probability  would  have  remained  such 
but  for  the  famine  that  brought  them  to  us  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  the  other  families  of  orphans. 

A  striking  result  of  this  orphanage  has  been  the  warm  family  affection  and 
comradeship  that  sprang  up  and  continues  after  a  quarter  of  a  century  be- 
tween those  of  diverse  castes. 

When  we  were  about  to  leave  India,  as  many  of  them  as  could,  with  their 
families,  numbering  about  seventy,  came  together  to  say  their  last  regretful 
good-by. 

In  closing  this  article  let  me  say  that  in  reviewing  the  Pasumalai  orphan- 
age after  these  twenty-five  years,  we  find  much  satisfaction  in  that  so  goodly 
a  number  are  filling  places  of  Christian  usefulness  and  work  in  the  church 
and  community.  Aside  from  these  there  are  numbers  of  others  with  us  a 
few  years,  who  are  scattered  about  through  the  presidency,  the  better  physi- 
cally, morally  and  spiritually  for  what  they  learned  of  Christianity  in  the 
relief  camp  at  Pasumalai. 
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INCE  the  reign  of  steam  and  of  electricity  has  come  in,  civi- 
lization is  spreading  swiftly  all  the  world  around.  Every 
paper  and  magazine  brings  account  of  some  new  conquest. 
The  story  of  the  great  Southwest  made  fertile  by  water  dazzled 
us  yesterday  ;  it  is  the  great  Northwest  turned  from  a  wilder- 
ness to  a  country  of  homes  that  charms  us  to-day.  Word 
comes  of  new  markets  opening  in  Asia,  in  Africa,  in  South  America,  in 
the  Philippines.  Jo  Chamberlain  says,  bluntly  enough,  that  the  motive 
power  in  the  growth  of  greater  Britain  has  been  commercial  aggrandize- 
ment. Commerce  follows  the  flag,  and  we  are  sending  our  flag  the  world 
over.  Commerce  implies  a  degree  of  civilization  and  leads  on  to  more  ; 
naked  savages  have  small  need  of  fabrics  and  sewing  machines,  and  small 
amount  of  the  wherewithal  to  pay  for  them. 

Is  this  swift  spread  of  enlightenment  sure  to  be  a  good  to  humanitv? 
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That  depends.  Power  unguided  or  used  selfishly  is  a  most  perilous  gift. 
What,  but  danger,  do  swords  or  firearms  mean  to  one  who  does  not  know 
how  to  handle  them  ?  Certain  deadly  poisons,  as  arsenic  or  strychnine,  are 
most  beneficial  if  wisely  administered.  What  are  they  without  knowledge .'^ 
What  is  the  eflect  of  a  swiftly  moving  automobile  uncontrolled,  of  a  locomo- 
tive if  it  has  left  the  track?  Like  these  is  the  power  of  civilization  with  no 
higher,  guiding  motive.  The  one  power  that  can  make  all  this  force  a 
blessing  is  the  power  of  brotherly  love,  which  means  the  gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus,  the  Christ. 

All  history  repeats  this  lesson  with  an  emphasis  ever  increasing.  Hints 
that  come  to  us  from  the  prehistoric  ages  give  a  picture  of  idyllic  life,  of 
men  rude,  but  brave  and  true;  of  women  strong  in  wifely  and  motherly  ten- 
derness. As  the  generations  pass  and  civilization  grows,  the  scene  darkens. 
From  the  old  monuments  of  Egypt  we  learn  of  a  rabble  of  gods,"  many 
with  trifling,  momentary  functions,  who  brought  no  help  to  their  believers. 
The  civilization  of  the  land  was  in  some  ways  quite  advanced,  but  we  read 
that  while  priests  and  nobility  lived  in  luxury  the  poor  were  ground  down 
by  pitiless  taxgatherers.  "  The  worms  destroy  the  wheat,  hippopotami  eat 
the  rest,  rats  come  in  swarms,  grasshoppers  alight  on  the  fields,  cattle 
devour,  little  birds  pilfer,  and  the  peasant  must  sleep  in  his  corn  lest  robbers 
take  the  little  that  is  left.  Tlien  comes  the  taxgatherer,  crying,  '  Come  now, 
corn,'  binds  the  farmer,  tosses  him  into  the  canal  head  first,  and  when  half 
killed  drags  him  to  prison  or  to  slavery  to  work  out  the  rest."  "  Conditions 
never  changed,  burdens  never  lightened;  whatever  hand  held  the  stick  it 
fell  none  the  less  heavily  on  the  backs  of  the  poor."  Superstition  darkened 
the  minds  of  all,  and  animals  consecrated  to  gods  were  confounded  with  the 
deities.  Such  was  civilization  under  the  Pharaohs,  the  best  the  world  had 
then  known. 

Greek  history  tells  the  same  storj'.  Cradled  in  a  climate  almost  ideal, 
with  all  the  changeful  glory  of  that  lustrous  sea  and  sky  mingling  with  the 
beauty  of  wheat  fields  and  olive  groves,  they  gained  the  crown  of  art.  Yet 
their  divinities,  their  ideals,  were  guilty  of  the  worst  sins  ;  and  while  we 
read  of  a  few  noble-minded  men,  there  is  also  "  a  gross  multitude,  a  mass 
of  day  laborers,  who  give  themselves  to  all  that  is  vile."  Greek  art,  sculp- 
ture, architecture,  poetry,  philosophy,  has  never  been  surpassed,  yet  Greece 
perished  from  internal  decay. 

Rome  was  mistress  of  the  world,  and  she  won  this  position  because  she 
was  really  stronger  than  the  nations  she  had  overcome.  Read  Paul's  de- 
scription if  you  would  know  the  character  of  her  citizens  :  "Filled  with  all 
unrighteousness,  wickedness,  coveteousness,  maliciousness ;  full  of  envy. 
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murder,  strife,  deceit,  malignity  ;  whisperers,  backbiters,  hateful  to  God, 
insolent,  haughty,  boastful,  inventors  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents, 
without  understanding,  covenant  breakers,  without  natural  affection,  un- 
merciful." This  was  the  best  and  highest  that  civilization  could  attain 
without  Christ. 

Look  over  the  world  to-day  and  learn  the  same  lesson  anew.  There  is 
civilization  in  China  and  Japan,  in  India  and  Turkey,  but  for  the  mass  of 
the  people  life  is  quite  as  hard  and  as  hojoeless  as  in  savagery.  Look  nearer 
home  and  be  again  convinced  that  the  gospel  is  essential  to  humanity.  Be- 
cause our  gospel  is  received  and  lived  so  imperfectly,  our  own  nation,  our 
own  community,  is  in  great  danger.  Selfishness  will  hold  us  and  ruin  us 
unless  it  be  driven  out  by  the  gospel  of  love.  It  may  be  selfishness  in  the 
form  of  greed  that  is  determined  to  fill  its  own  pocket  whatever  be  the  cost 
to  one's  neighbor.  Many  a  poverty-stricken  home  among  us,  many  a  laborer 
whose  wages  are  crowded  down  below  the  comfort  line,  can  tell  sad  stories 
of  the  greed  of  the  strong,  those  who  should  bear  the  infirmity  of  the  weak. 
Read  the  story  of  the  sale  of  liquor  and  of  women  in  any  of  our  large  cities 
and  see  what  civilized  men  will  do  to  gain  money. 

We  see  great  peril  of  luxury,  of  men  and  women  living  in  idle  ease,  caring 
not  for  selfish  comfort  merely,  but  striving  to  outshine  the  neighbor, — of  all 
motives  the  most  snobbish  and  vulgar.  "  Things  are  in  the  saddle"  far  too 
often,  and  the  spiritual  life  struggles  vainly  against  the  smothering  weight 
of  outer  cares.  So  we  grow  sordid  and  sensual  and  earthy,  and  the  heavenly 
light  fades  from  our  narrow  horizon.  "  Culture  in  the  West  has  come  to 
signify  the  art  of  believing  in  pleasure,  heaping  up  money,  and  refining  one's 
egotisms." 

This  luxury  for  the  few  brings  inevitably  want  for  the  manv,  and  so  far 
progress  and  poverty  go  hand  in  hand.  Caste  feeling  is  not  yet  so  intense 
nor  the  lines  so  rigidly  drawn  as  in  India,  but  already  the  cleavage  between 
the  classes  and  the  masses  is  clearly  marked,  and  perhaps  there  is  not  even  a 
village  among  us  where  the  hearts  of  the  poor  are  not  embittered  by  the 
supercilious  indifference  of  the  rich.  Only  the  gospel  of  brotherly  love  can 
keep  us  truly  one.  The  coal  strike  has  been  a  hard  lesson,  to  teach  us  that 
we  must  care  for  the  welfi^re  of  our  fellows  if  we  would  keep  our  own  ; 
harder  lessons  will  come  if  we  do  not  heed  this.  To  learn  to  love  our 
neiglibor  as  ourself  is  our  only  salvation. 

Hypnotized  by  worldliness,"  there  is  great  danger  of  grievous  super- 
stition. The  hunger  of  the  spirit  must  be  fed.  If  it  cannot  find  its  true 
food,  the  bread  of  life,  then  it  will  take  up  any  manner  of  vagary,  hoping  to 
satisfy  the  need,  as  the  starving  Finlanders  mix  sawdust  with  their  meal. 
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so  better  to  stay  the  pangs  of  hunger.  Theosophy,  new  thouglit,  Christian 
Science,  mental  healing  and  the  like,  have  taken  deep  hold  of  many,  because 
the  pure  truth  of  the  gospel,  which  satisfies  every  human  need,  has  not  been 
clearly  taught  and  lived. 

The  spirit  of  Christ  is  spreading;  there  is  more  of  philanthropy  and 
brotherly  helpfulness  in  the  world  to-day  than  ever  before.  But  there  is  not 
nearly  enough  to  meet  the  need,  and  all  our  boasted  progress  will  end  in  a 
dreary,  hopeless,  heartless,  superstitious  community,  luxurious  and  slothful 
on  the  one  side,  poor  and  squalid  and  bitter  on  the  other,  unless  the  gospel 
be  vital  to  us  all. 

These  perils — greed,  luxury,  caste  feeling,  superstition,  and  others — are 
pressing  hard  on  us  here  with  all  our  inheritance  of  virtue  and  valor.  The 
danger  is  doubly  great  when  civilization  is  carried  suddenly  to  the  belated 
races.  We  always  find  that  intercourse  with  foreigners  on  a  merely  com- 
mercial plane  degrades  and  weakens  the  heathen.  The  story  of  the  rum 
traffic  in  Africa,  of  the  opium  trade  in  China,  of  loathsome  disease  carried 
to  the  islands  of  the  sea,  illustrates  the  danger.  Better  to  put  edged  tools 
into  the  hand  of  a  child  than  to  give  the  power  of  art  and  education  to  a 
people  without  the  gospel  of  love. 

Who  shall  teach  the  way  of  Christian  living  to  those  ignorant  ones.^ 
Governments  cannot;  merchants  and  military  men  will  not.  Who  but 
Christians  can  pass  on  the  life  that  means  all  blessing.? 


A  CONTRAST. 

The  first  contact  of  European  powers  with  the  peoples  has  been  almost 
invariably  discreditable  to  the  venturesome,  but  greedy  and  unprincipled^ 
merchants,  and  disastrous  to  those  on  whom  they  forced  their  traffic.  Opium 
and  alcohol  have  been  chief  among  their  wares,  and  when  the  Orientals, 
decimated  by  the  loathsome  diseases  brought  by  the  invaders,  and  infuriated 
at  the  contemptuous  disregard  of  all  their  most  sacred  sentiments,  have 
broken  forth  in  desperate  resistance,  they  have  been  crushed  with  savage 
cruelt}',  and  their  posterity  loaded  with  grievous  burdens." 

To  the  question.  What  have  missions  accomplished  for  humanity  and  the 
progress  of  mankind?  Dr.  Mirbt,  of  Marburg,  answers:  "Missions  have 
had  the  most  essential  part  in  the  abolition  of  slavery,  in  the  removal  of 
cannibalism  and  massacre  ;  they  mitigate  wretchedness  and  poverty,  sickness 
and  famine,  among  the  heathen  peoples ;  they  protest  against  ruining- 
the  heathen  nations  by  imports  of  rum  and  opium  ;  by  their  well-ordered 
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social  and  religious  labor  they  exalt  family  life,  and  contend  against  polygamy 
and  premature  marriages  ;  and,  above  all  things,  by  their  educational  efforts 
they  raise  even  the  most  degraded  people  into  wholesome  morality.  It  is  no 
matter  of  chance  that  missions  work  everywhere  for  humanity,  for  Christian 
morality  is  the  religion  of  perfected  humanity." — I?er  Missions- Freund. 


THE  RAINS. 

I  WONDER  how  many  of  our  home  friends  realize  what  the  "  rains  "  mean. 
For  the  first  week  or  so,  after  months  of  dry  weather  and  sunshine,  one 
delights  in  the  novelty,  but  this  wears  off  as  the  rain  comes  down  in  torrents, 
and  everything  becomes  damper  and  damper.  It  is  impossible,  on  account 
of  the  heat,  to  close  doors  and  windows,  so  all  day  long  and  all  night,  too, 
clouds  of  moisture  are  wafted  into  one's  room  until  most  things  are  coated 
with  either  mould  or  rust,  and  one  feels  much  in  the  same  condition  one's 
self.  You  rise  from  a  damp  bed  in  the  morning  with  hair  clinging  damply 
to  the  head.  You  imagine  that  a  bath  and  a  rub-down  will  make  you  feel 
less  limp.  Alas  !  there  is  nothing  but  a  damp  towel  for  the  rubbing.  All 
your  garments,  too,  being  damp,  you  fondly  hope  that  the  heat  of  your  body 
may  improve  matters,  and  you  complete  your  toilet  with  a  pair  of  mouldy 
shoes.  You  look  anxiously  out  of  the  window  to  see  if  there  is  any  prospect 
of  its  being  fine  enough  to  let  the  children  come  dry  to  school.  If  it  happen 
to  be  fair  several  hours  before  school  time,  quite  a  number  will  arrive,  having 
been  sent  thus  early  so  as  not  to  get  wet.  Ah  !  confiding  parents,  who  do 
not  know  of  the  numerous  lakes  in  the  garden,  the  normal  condition  in  the 
rains,  nor  the  small  fish  in  the  well,  which  provide  so  much  amusement  till 
school  begins. 

The  first  bell  for  morning  school  rings,  but  just  before  comes  a  tremendous 
splash,  and  children  come  running  in  helter-skelter,  many  of  them  very  wet. 
To  dry  them  is  the  first  thing.  So  the  sigree — a  portable  furnace  in  which 
charcoal  is  burning — is  brought,  a  large  bamboo  frame  placed  over  it,  and 
the  children,  giving  their  garments  to  be  dried  on  this,  retire  into  hiding  until 
they  can  come  out  decently  clothed  again. 

The  rains  are  decidedly  an  unhealthy  time,  fever  and  colds  being  plentiful. 
The  children  who  come,  moreover,  are  just  as  lively  at  that  season  as  at  any 
other,  perhaps  more  so  ;  and  their  inventiveness  in  water  games  is  wonderful. 
My  morning's  work  may  be  varied  by  such  episodes  as  this :  two  small 
people  are  brought  to  me  soaked  after  a  game  in  some  of  the  pools.  I 
recognize  a  couple  of  little  mischiefs  who  are  always  together  in  such 
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escapades.  I  try  to  look  very  solemn  at  the  dripping,  muddy  little  figures, 
though  a  recollection  of  one's  own  childish  misdemeanors  gives  a  sneaking 
sympathy  with  them.  Very  gravely  I  have  both  despoiled  of  their  clothes 
and  rolled  in  dressing  gowns,  and  the  small  delinquents  are  left  to  meditate 
over  their  depravity  till  the  clothes  are  dry.  This  is  punishment  enough,  as 
usually  they  are  dreadfully  ashamed.  Or  perhaps  four  boys  are  marched  up 
for  fishing  in  the  well,  forbidden  on  account  of  its  danger,  and  must  be 
treated  for  their  transgression. 

Tliis  year  the  inspector  made  his  visit  in  the  "rains,"  two  months  earlier 
than  usual.  He  made  allowance,  however,  for  the  shorter  time  for  prepara- 
tion. Teachers  and  pupils  did  tlieir  best,  and  all  are  glad  it  is  over. —  ne 
Zenana, 
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This  letter  from  Miss  Diadem  Bell,  who  is  one  of  our  new  workers,  comes  via 
Lisbon. 

Benguella,  West  Central  Africa. 
I  LONG  to  know  the  language  that  I  may  help  more.    Now  I  go  with  Miss 
Melville  to  the  girls'  school,  and  can  hear  reading  and  look  over  arithmetic 
exercises. 

Christmas  Day  was  spent  pleasantly,  altliough  rainy.  In  the  morning  Mr. 
Currie  preached  to  a  full  church.  In  the  afternoon  were  shooting  contests, 
witii  guns  and  bows,  and  prizes  given.  The  prizes  were  only  beads,  combs, 
lead  pencils,  notebooks,  and  some  few  shirts,  yet  they  we^e  tried  for  as 
eagerly  as  if  f:ir  more  valuable.  Then  the  women  had  a  pounding  contest, 
which  was  about  the  best  part  of  the  programme.  After  this  was  over  they 
went  to  Mr.  Currie's  field,  where  the  ox  which  had  been  killed  for  the  occa- 
sion was  given  out.  Each  one  received  a  piece  of  boiled  meat  and  some 
mush.  The  more  thoughtful  ones  brought  little  bowls,  of  mud,  and  got 
some  of  the  broth.  No  one  ate  his  feast  there,  but  each  took  his  share  and 
went  home. 

The  missionaries  all  gathered  at  Mr.  Currie's  for  tea  and  spent  a  pleasant 
evening  together.  Thus  ended  my  first  Christmas  in  Africa.  Everything 
was  so  different  from  my  expectation  that  I  lived  the  day  in  wonder  and 
amazement. 

From  Miss  Annie  Barker,  Constantinople  : — 

The  evening  prayer  meetings  have  been  unusually  good  this  year.  They 
have  been  led  by  Dr.  Herrick,  Dr.  Barnum  and  Professor  Krikorian  in  turn. 
The  people  have  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  meetings  from  the  first,  and 
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every  night  have  been  ready  to  take  part — sometimes  as  many  as  ten  leading 
in  prayer.  Last  Thursday  evening  the  audience  room  was  full,  and  twenty 
were  seated  in  the  parlor,  where  they  could  hear  perfectly,  though  they  could 
not  see.  A  collection  for  foreign  missions  of  about  ten  dollars  was  taken  and 
sent  off  to  Miss  Maggie  Melville,  in  West  Africa. 

A  letter  is  in  hand  from  Mariam  Arakelian,  giving  an  account  of  a  Woman's  Con- 
ference at  Kessab,  in  the  Central  Turkey  Mission. 

Eleven  missionaries  and  thirty  native  ladies,  gathered  from  many  places, 
were  present.  The  usual  routine  business  and  devotional  exercises  of  such 
meetings  were  effectively  carried  on,  and  reports  of  Bible  women,  schools 
and  other  church  activities  were  given  by  delegates  from  fourteen  churches 
in  the  vicinity.  Papers  were  given  by  both  missionary  and  native  workers 
on  these  interesting  topics:  ''Can  a  Woman  do  Spiritual  Work  Outside 
Her  Own  Family?"  ''The  Lack  of  Teachers :  the  Causes  of  this  Lack,  and 
the  Means  of  Meeting  It;"  "The  Profits  and  Dangers  of  Industrial  Needle 
Work ;"  "The  Way  to  Make  vSchools,  both  Primary  and  Higher,  More  In- 
teresting and  Attractive." 

[That  such  a  conference  could  meet  in  a  community  where  only  a  few 
years  ago  the  women  were  held  in  seclusion  and  superstition,  almost  in 
slavery,  tells  much  of  the  power  of  the  gospel,  and  of  the  work  of  our  mis- 
sionaries. May  many  such  conferences  be  held  in  years  to  come,  and  let  us 
join  our  prayers  to  theirs  that  the  time  may  come  speedily  when  all  the 
women  in  that  land  may  know  and  love  the  gospel  word.] 

From  Cesarea,  in  Western  Turkey,  comes  this  word  of  Miss  Burrage's  work  : — 

My  responsibilities  are  increased  this  year  by  the  care  of  a  training  class 
in  addition  to  the  kindergarten.  This  class  has  four  members, — two  girls 
from  Talas,  graduates  of  the  girls'  school,  one  from  a  near  village,  and  a 
widow  from  Yozghad.  The  girls  live  in  the  house  with  me,  and  the  widow 
finds  a  home  with  her  two  daughters.  The  girls  do  well,  but  need  constant 
supervision  and  help,  so  it  is  good  to  have  them  near.  We  shall  need  a  re- 
inforcement, for  one  of  my  three  teachers  was  married  last  week.  She  may 
continue  with  us  till  summer,  and  tlien  we  shall  need  another.  We  hope 
also  to  reopen  our  kindergarten  in  Talas  next  year. 

We  have  had  over  seventy  children  since  September,  but  during  the  last 
month  the  little  ones  have  been  irregular  on  account  of  the  snow  and  the 
cold.  Many  Gregorians  are  sending  their  children,  and  most  of  them  are 
paying  pupils.  The  children  are  helped  to  overcome  their  faults,  and 
parents  appreciate  more  and  more  the  training  given  in  our  school.  This 
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kindergarten  work  is  not  all  play,  with  useless  expense,  as  many  think,  but 
it  is  a  constant  moulding  of  character,  and  a  laying  of  strong  foundations. 

In  a  letter  from  Miss  Pohl,  in  Smyrna,  after  telling  some  details  of  her  work,  she 
adds : — 

I  had  to  give  up  part  of  my  school  work  when  I  took  charge  of  the  kinder- 
garten and  training  class,  but  I  am  glad  to  keep  my  Bible,  psychology  and 
ethics,  zoology,  botany,  and  part  of  the  drawing  and  painting.  As  I  live 
here  in  the  school  I  keep  in  touch  with  a  great  many,  though  they  are  no 
longer  my  pupils. 

[Several  letters  from  different  missionaries  tell  of  pleasant  Christmas  cele- 
brations, costing  much  care  and  time,  but  making  the  stoiy  of  the  Christ 
child  more  real  to  many  children  and  their  older  friends.  They  tell  also  of 
the  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  in  daily  meetings,  with  the  conscious 
presence  of  the  Pentecostal  gift.] 

From  Aintab,  in  Central  Turkey,  comes  glad  word  from  Miss  Ellen  M.  Pierce.  In  a 
letter  dated  February  12th  she  writes  : — 

We  are  having  bright,  sunny  days  now,  with  little  need  of  fires.  We  have 
had  two  or  three  weeks  of  cold,  bracing  weather,  and  now  I  almost  dread 
the  return  of  one  of  our  long,  hot,  dry  summers.  We  fear  that  the  cholera 
may  reach  us,  as  it  has  been  in  Damascus  for  some  time.  It  is  something  to 
be  dreaded  in  these  crowded  cities,  where  there  is  so  much  poverty  and 
uncleanliness.  .  .  . 

Commencing  with  the  Week  of  Prayer,  and  continuing  till  the  present, 
there  has  been  a  wonderful  revival  work  here.  Starting  in  the  Second 
Church,  it  spread  to  the  First  and  Third,  and  it  has  included  the  college, 
our  seminary  and  the  orphanage.  A  marked  difference  is  manifest  between 
the  movements  of  last  year  and  of  this.  Last  year  few  but  young  people 
were  affected,  while  this  year  men  and  women  of  middle  age,  as  well  as  the 
voung,  have  come  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit. 

The  churches  have  been  crowded,  and  tliere  has  been  always  a  lack  of 
time  for  those  who  wished  to  confess  what  Christ  has  done  for  them.  Many 
nominal  professors  have  said  that  they  knew  nothing  of  real  Christianity 
before.  Some  have  confessed  deeds  of  dishonesty,  and  hundreds  of  liras 
have  been  restored  to  their  rightful  owners. 

Just  now  the  government  thinks  there  are  too  many  meetings,  and  that 
they  last  too  late  into  the  night,  and  they  have  ordered  that  henceforth  only 
two  weekly  meetings  be  held.  I  think  Catholics  and  Gregorians  may  be 
at  the  bottom  of  this  order.  They  cannot,  however,  prevent  the  good  work 
from  going  on ;  there  ts  much  visiting  from  house  to  house  by  these  awak- 
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ened  Christians,  and  that  will  continue.  Few,  if  any,  of  our  school  have 
been  unaffected,  and  we  hope  that  a  large  number  have  given  their  hearts  to 
Christ.  Our  teachers  and  Christian  girls  have  been  very  earnest  and  helpful. 
There  has  been  no  estimate  yet  of  numbers,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it 
reaches  hundreds,  and  the  whole  community  is  wonderfully  aroused. 

These  new  Christians  seem  so  happy,  and  there  is  rejoicing  everywhere, 
such  as  I  have  never  seen  before.  Many  eyes  have  been  opened  to  see  that 
they  were  deceiving  themselves  and  others  in  professing  to  be  Christians 
when  they  were  not.  We  have  been  longing  for  this  change  for  long  years, 
for  there  were  many  unrepentant  men  and  women  in  the  church. 

How  I  wish  we  could  see  the  churches  in  America  visited  in  this  way. 
Is  there  no  hope  } 

Harpoot,  Eastern  Turkey.  After  telling  of  their  Christmas  observances,  Miss 
Daniels  writes  : — 

During  the  vacation  I  have  been  out  in  the  city  as  much  as  possible,  trying 
to  call  at  the  homes  of  all  my  pupils,  for  I  want  to  know  their  parents  and 
tlie  conditions  of  their  home  life.  Often  I  come  home  with  a  heartache. 
Picture  to  yourself  a  large,  dark  room  with  only  two  very  small  windows, 
so  damp  that  mold  is  found  when  the  mattresses  are  taken  up  ;  see  the  dear 
old  woman  with  the  bright  face  who  says,  *'I  look  at  the  bright  side  ;  I  try 
to  count  up  my  mercies." 

We  have  had  latelv  the  heaviest  snowfall  since  the  massacre.  Snow  from 
the  roofs  fills  the  streets,  and  in  some  places  we  walk  far  up  above  the  doors. 
On  the  mountains  the  snow  is  seven  feet  deep,  and  between  Malatia  and  the 
Euphrates  River  two  men  were  attacked  and  killed  by  wolves.  When  there 
is  nothing  to  be  cooked  and  no  fire,  who  can  tell  the  suffering? 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Bissell  writes  in  late  January  from  Kolgaw,  India,  one  of  the  hill  sta- 
tions near  Ahmednagar: — 

By  this  time  a  cablegram  will  have  given  you  the  tidings  of  our  loss  in  the 
death  of  Dr.  George  Harding.  It  is  incomprehensible  that  one  so  promis- 
ing, so  well  fitted  for  the  place  and  work,  so  gifted  in  many  ways,  so 
attractive  and  genial,  so  interested  in  the  people  and  so  eager  to  help  them, 
that  such  a  one  should  be  taken  away.  It  has  all  been  so  sudden  that  we  are 
slow  to  realize  its  meaning.  You  will  know  what  it  would  be  to  the  mother, 
wife,  and  other  near  friends.  With  Julia  away  we  feel  very  much  bereft. 
Dr.  Beals  is  indefatigable  in  his  work,  but  he  has  not  the  language  yet.  Dr. 
Harding  died  of  blood  poison,  taken  when  operating  on  the  very  badly 
diseased  face  of  a  native. 

We  have  come  here,  where  the  air  is  sweet  and  fresh  and  cool,  to  be  away 
from  Ahmednagar,  where  the  plague  is  doing  a  dreadful  work.  Some  of 
the  schools  have  been  closed,  and  class  work  and  house-to-house  visiting  by 
the  Bible  women  has  been  discontinued.  Plague  is  also  creeping  into  the 
little  villages  around.  Not  more  than  half  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  remain 
in  their  homes,  and  many  have  died.  So  far  as  I  know  but  one  Christian, 
a  little  girl,  has  been  taken,  and  it  is  w^onderful  how  they  have  thus  far  been 
exempt.  Until  the  epidemic  came  all  our  work  was  progressing  most 
favorably. 
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THE  *'KONO  HANA/ 

HROUGH  the  courtesy  of  friends  in  the  Springfield  Branch, 
we  have  the  privilege  of  reading  a  letter  from  Miss  Colby,  of 
Osaka,  Japan, — a  letter  about  four  yards  long.  Accompany- 
ing it  comes  a  copy  of  the  Kono  Hana^  a  magazine  issued  by 
graduates  of  the  girls'  school  at  Osaka,  this  number  being  the 
first  one  to  have  an  English  department.  In  this  department 
vs^efind  sketches  of  travel,  reminiscences  of  childhood,  pungent 
articles  by  the  teachers,  and  thoughtful  essays  on  various 
are  most  creditable,  and  some  deserve  high  praise.  The 
experience  story  of  a  young  mother  would  give  useful  hints  to  many  a  wo- 
man in  our  own  community. 

Miss  Colby  gives  us  a  resume  of  the  contents  of  the  pages  printed  in 
Japanese.  After  a  tender  memorial  tribute  to  a  beloved  pastor  come  pages 
of  items  concerning  the  school  and  its  graduates,  showing  joys  and  sorrows, 
marriages,  births  and  deaths  ;  then  come  fifteen  class  letters,"  bubbling 
over  with  love  and  happy  memories,  though  there  are  some  sad  voices  ; 
then  a  clever  article  appealing  to  all  the  graduates  to  come  to  the  help  of 
their  dear  Alma  Mater  to  try  to  supply  the  need  of  better  equipment.  There 
are  poems  and  children's  sayings,  and  a  financial  statement.  Sketches  from 
personal  observation  give  vivid  pictures  of  Japanese  life, — one  a  pitiful  story 
of  a  woman  overworked  in  a  thread  mill  till  utterly  blind.  It  seems  that 
such  operatives  are  held  practically  as  slaves.  To  see  what  these  girls  have 
done,  with  what  earnestness  and  unselfishness  they  guide  their  lives,  and  to 
learn  something  of  the  result  of  the  work  of  the  Baikwa  School,  makes  us 
feel  it  a  great  privilege  to  have  helped  even  a  little  toward  such  cliaracters. 

Miss  Colby  adds  :  "I  wish  for  your  entertainment  that  you  could  see  me 
now.  To  find  uninterrupted  time  for  writing  I  have  left  New  Year's 
callers,  feeling  that  this  is  of  more  importance  ;  and  am  in  a  fisherman's 
house,  '  doubled  up  like  a  jackknife,' — as  foreigners  call  the  Japanese  way 
of  sitting  on  the  floor, — writing  on  a  little  table,  a  foot  and  a  half  high.  By 
my  side  is  a  charcoal  fire,  but  the  room  is  very  cold,  and  I  am  bundled  up 
as  if  going  for  a  sleigh  ride.  I  must  look  very  comfortable,  but  I  am  not, 
and  must  change  my  position  every  few  lines,  thus  disarranging  this  long 
paper  which  hangs  down  on  both  sides  of  my  table.  Often  I  run  out  of 
doors  into  the  wind  to  get  the  charcoal  fumes  blown  out  of  my  head  and 
lungs. 

"  I  am  sure  that  what  the  Japanese  think  a  very  polite  thing  to  say  will 
shock  New  England  young  ladies,  so  will  just  whisper  to  the  older  ones 
that  it  is  all  right  to  say,  '  Please  condescend  to  stretch  your  honorable  legs,' 
and  I  assure  you  that  it  is  a  privilege  that  foreigners  are  very  thankful  to 
accept.  To  live  comfortably  in  a  poor  Japanese  house  needs  several  hundred 
years  of  practice." 
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-To  give_ligbt/  to t/hem  tbat  sit  in  darKness  ^'^^^n- 

HELPS  FOR  LEADERS. 

THE  CRADLE  ROLL  RECEPTION. 


The  Cradle  Roll  party,  the  chief  event  of  the  year  to  the  youngest  and 
dearest  branch  of  our  home  work,  has  its  own  problems  and  possibilities. 
The  guests  must  be  invited,  not  only  the  babies  who  already  belong,  but  all 
the  new  ones.  The  clerk  of  your  church  can  furnish  a  list  of  children  bap- 
tized for  several  years  past,  so  none  need  be  overlooked.  A  church  notice 
will  reach  some,  but  personal  notes,  especially  if  carried  with  a  cordial 
word  to  mothers,  will  bring  many  more. 

Then  the  guests  must  be  entertained.  Where  the  Cradle  Roll  is  part  of 
the  Mission  Circle  the  help  of  the  older  children  can  be  counted  upon,  and 
the  more  responsibility  they  have,  the  happier  they  will  be.  With  a 
kindergartner  to  direct  games,  they  will  keep  the  little  ones  occupied  until 
the  party  has  all  come.  Have  a  good  musician,  for  music  will  bring  order 
out  of  confusion  and  reduce  the  small  people  to  something  like  quiet  sooner 
than  anything  else.  The  programme  should  be  short  and  simple.  Nothing 
.will  entertain  the  babies  better  than  watching  other  children,  and  the  older 
ones  will  best  enjoy  an  object  talk.  Effective  living  pictures  can  be  easily 
arranged.    If  you  can  procure  an  idol,  place  it  upon  a  shrine  made  by  drap- 

(215) 


216 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


[May, 


ing  a  small  table,  construct  a  temple  of  screens,  and  have  a  couple  of  children 
and  a  mother  in  Hindu  dress  making  an  offering  of  food  and  incense.  As 
the  picture  is  shown  let  a  clioir  of  children  sing  part  of  "  From  Greenland's 
Icy  Mountains."  The  temple  can  be  quickly  changed  into  a  nursery,  with  a 
child  kneeling  beside  a  cot  bed,  and  a  mother  rocking  a  baby  to  sleep,  while 
the  Lord's  Prayer  is  sung.  When  the  children  are  quietest  have  brief 
devotional  exercises,  just  a  psalm  and  hymn  in  which  the  older  ones  can 
join,  and  a  prayer  for  the  babies  here  and  across  the  seas.  The  graduates 
will  have  their  pieces  to  speak.  Even  the  youngest  can  take  part  in  the  roll 
call  and  bringing  in  mite  boxes.  Have  plenty  of  fresii  boxes  made  up, 
enrollment  cards  ready  for  new  members,  and  leaflets  for  mothers. 

Secure  an  old-fashioned  cradle  with  rockers,  or  where  this  cannot  be 
found  use  one  of  the  baskets  in  which  the  modern  baby  spends  so  much  of 
its  time.  Trim  this  with  wild  flowers  or  bright-colored  tissue  paper,  and 
while  a  lively  march  is  played  on  the  piano,  let  the  children  walk  several 
times  about  the  room,  finally  passing  the  cradle,  and  dropping  their  full 
mite  boxes  into  it. 

The  simpler  the  food  on  the  supper  table  the  better  for  the  children,  and 
the  Cradle  Roll  money  should  not  be  used  to  furnish  the  entertainment.  An 
appropriate  picture  pasted  on  bright  cardboard  to  take  home  will  help  each 
one  remember  what  it  was  all  about.  In  all  the  plans  bear  in  mind  that  the 
Cradle  Roll  is  never  an  end  in  itself,  but  a  beginning, — an  introduction  to 
the  Mission  Circle  and  Woman's  wSociety.  Do  not  omit  the  few  earnest 
words  to  mothers  about  the  meaning  of  it,  and  the  use  of  the  money  in 
uplifting  the  neglected  childhood  and  degraded  motherhood  of  other  lands  ; 
and  may  your  party  prove  the  golden  opportunity  of  winning  mothers' 
hearts  and  children's  lives  for  greater  service. 


OUR  WIDOWS. 

BY  MISS  AN  ST  ICE  ABBOTT. 
(Tfonslation  by  Mrs.  A.  E.  Dean.) 
(  Continued. ) 
CHAPTER  V. 

Three  or  four  days  after  the  event  spoken  of  in  the  last  chapter  Chinta- 
punt  came  home  in  the  evening  in  a  carriage  instead  of  on  foot,  as  usual. 
Rukmabai  ran  down  the  stairs  full  of  alarm,  and  Narayan  followed  his 
mother.  They  found  him  lying  in  a  high  fever,  unable  to  help  himself. 
Being  confident  this  was  the  curse  of  the  goddess  "  Mungal  gowri,"  sh^ 
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would  not  let  Chandri  eat  even  a  mouthful  of  food  in  peace.  Chintaman's 
illness  was  simply  an  attack  of  ague,  and  in  less  than  a  week  he  was 
back  at  his  work  again  ;  but  instead  of  giving  any  credit  to  the  doctor  or  the 
medicine,  Rukmabai  believed  his  recovery  to  be  owing  to  a  vow  she  had 
made  before  the  idol,  declaring  that  Chandri  should  be  made  to  fost  for  four 
Tuesdays  in  the  fifth  and  four  Tuesdays  in  the  seventh  month  of  the  year. 
Alas  !  if  not  to-day,  to-morrow  death  may  overtake  any  of  us.  Chintaman 
did  not  quite  recover  from  the  recent  illness.  He  became  weaker  every  day, 
and  finally  was  confined  to  his  bed  for  six  months. 

When  he  could  not  employ  himself  in  any  way  he  called  Chandri  to  read 
to  him.  Sometimes  she  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible,  or  a  psalm,  and  often 
from  little  tracts  and  books  which  had  been  given  lier.  He  never  objected 
to  her  reading,  and  never  entered  into  any  discussion.  One  day  she  read  to 
him  the  story  "  Atmaram  and  the  Soldier,"  to  which  he  gave  the  closest 
attention.    He  asked  her  to  read  it  over  again,  and  still  again. 

Chandri,  understanding  her  father-in-law's  state  of  mind,  read  to  him  the 
fifteenth  chapter  of  i  Corinthians.  Suddenly  opening  his  eyes  he  looked 
upward,  and  then  turned  his  gaze  on  Chandri.  In  that  look  were  surprise, 
joy,  hope — and  reverence  for  Chandri.  After  this  he  desired  to  know  more 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  through  Chandri  had  an  interview  with  tlie 
missionary  lady.  Later  he  became  acquainted  with  a  devoted  missionar}' 
who  visited  him.  Where  was  Rukmabai  all  this  time?  She  sat  at  her 
husband's  bedside,  the  picture  of  sorrow  and  despair,  unable  to  exert  herself 
at  all. 

Chintapunt  became  more  feeble  each  day,  and  he  began  to  be  convinced 
that  he  would  not  live.  This  was  indeed  the  time  to  wish  a  change  of 
heart.  He  was  about  sixty  years  old.  His  whole  life  came  up  like  a  map 
spread  out  before  him.  All  the  good  and  evil  he  had  done  seemed  to  be 
witnessing  for  or  against  him.  One  question  was  now  ever  present.  What 
will  happen  to  me  after  death?  This  question  he  could  not  be  rid  of.  He 
had  no  doubt  he  was  a  sinner.  The  Lord  Christ  alone  suffered  for  sin  and 
made  us  free.  We  are  not  merely  slaves,  but  sons  of  God.  We  shall  rise 
again  in  Christ.  The  death  of  the  body  is  not  real  death.  These  thoughts 
were  uppermost  in  his  mind  at  this  time.  Finally,  before  death,  he  fully 
believed  in  Christ.  He  would  have  been  baptized,  but  as  it  often  occurs, 
the  old  and  feeble  life  went  out  suddenly. 

Rukmabai's  heart  was  broken.  According  to  her  belief,  her  god  and 
master  and  the  maker  of  her  fortune  was  gone.  She  gave  vent  to  her  grief 
in  immoderate  wailing.  She  would  prefer  the  torments  of  hell  to  widow- 
hood.   People  of  India  have  an  idea  that  a  widow  is  the  living  embodimerit 
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of  ill  omen,  the  incarnation  of  the  wrath  of  God,  the  wife  of  heinous  sins  ;  so 
that  widowhood  is  a  curse.  It  is  natural  that  after  the  death  of  her  husband 
a  woman  should  be  almost  crazy  with  grief,  and  natural  that  friends  should 
try  to  comfort  such.  But  what  of  that?  Caste  and  customs  are  so  severe 
that  parents  even  will  "  pour  on  oil  to  feed  the  flames  in  the  broken  heart" 
of  their  widowed  child.  Among  some  Brahmins  the  wife's  hair  is  cut  at 
once  and  burnt  on  the  funeral  pile  of  her  husband,  lest  there  might  come 
some  calamity  to  the  dead.  Among  some  families  the  head  is  shorn  a  year 
after.  In  case  of  a  child-widow  the  hair  is  not  cut  until  she  reaches  woman- 
hood. As  soon  as  the  death  is  announced  the  woman  breaks  her  bangles 
from  her  wrists,  wipes  the  red  spot  of  paint  from  her  forehead,  and  tears  off 
the  marriage  string  of  beads  from  her  neck.  She  must  lay  off  her  pretty 
clothes,  and  only  wear  plain  white  or  red  cloth.  She  must  sit  in  a  dark  room 
for  one  year  without  showing  her  face  ;  should  sleep  on  a  coarse  blanket, 
and  should  be  hungry  but  once  a  day.  She  must  fast  seven  or  eight  times 
in  the  month.  This  is  not  all.  From  the  first  day  of  her  widowhood,  even 
in  the  first  year  of  it,  she  is  subject  to  such  reproaches  and  ridicule  that  the 
very  thought  of  them  is  enough  to  make  one's  hair  stand  up.  Let  alone  out- 
siders, even  her  own  parents,  brothers,  sisters  and  children  lieap  indignities 
upon  her.  What  can  she  do,  pojr  thing !  In  secret  and  alone  can  she  shed 
her  bitter  tears  ;  before  others  she  must  show  her  devotion  to  her  religion  by 
enduring  all.    Rukmabai  was  such  a  one. 

The  son  and  his  wife  felt  great  sympathy  for  her,  and  tried  to  comfort  her, 
but  she  was  very  rigid,  and  felt  tliat  the  curse  of  heaven  was  upon  her,  and 
that  Chandri's  heresy  was  an  added  crushing  burden  upon  her.  For  this 
reason  any  advances  on  Chandri's  part  made  her  gnash  her  teeth  with  rage. 
This  made  no  difference  in  their  behavior  toward  her.  Rukmabai  behaved 
very  strangely.  She  would  lie  down  day  and  night  and  cry.  She  would 
not  notice  Chandri,  was  angry  at  her  own  son,  and  ceased  to  feel  an  interest 
and  joy  in  her  grandson.  The  house  became  inexpressibly  desolate.  The 
whole  year  passed  in  this  dreadful  way.  If  it  had  not  been  for  this  condition 
of  the  widow  the  family  would  have  been  a  most  happy  one,  for  the  little 
Balkrishna  was  getting  large  enough  to  be  somewhat  independent.  Chan- 
dri's heart  was  overjoyed  to  notice  his  attempts  at  talking  and  walking. 

Her  husband,  too,  was  more  and  more  in  subjection  to  her  wishes  ;  that 
is,  he  strove  to  make  her  happy.  When  he  took  up  the  Bible  to  read  it 
he  talked  with  her  about  it,  and  was  more  and  more  friendly  to  the  mission- 
ary lady.  This  was  very  pleasing  to  Chandri,  and  her  joy  was  great  since 
the  missionary  friend  came  regularly  to  teach  her.  If  it  were  not  for  the  sad 
condition  of  her  mother-in-law  her  happiness  would  have  been  complete. 
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They  both  thought  that  after  a  year  the  old  lady  would  come  out  among 
people  and  be  happier  ;  but  while  she  left  off  wailing  continually,  she  was 
still  complaining  of  her  lot. 

Believing  that  some  day  her  daughter-in-law  would  persuade  her  son  to 
be  defiled  as  a  Christian,  she  looked  upon  her  as  an  evil  genius.  Some- 
times she  would  strike  her  own  forehead,  sit  as  if  in  profound  thought, 
then  suddenly  rouse  up,  wag  her  head,  and  strike  her  hands  togetlier.  No 
one  knew  her  thoughts.  Sometimes  she  appeared  confused,  at  other  times 
laughed,  and  again  would  become  sullen.  There  was  no  doubt  she  was 
plotting  something  dreadful. 

Chandri's  life  being  within  the  four  walls  of  her  home  she  peacefully 
attended  to  her  duties,  not  even  imagining  any  evil.  One  day  the  mission- 
ary asked  her  to  go  to  drive  with  her.  Without  further  thought  she  accepted, 
but  then  suddenly  remembering  her  duty  said,  "  I  must  ask  my  mother-in- 
law."  She  had  no  idea  she  would  be  allowed  to  go,  so  went  near  to  her  in 
fear.  To  her  surprise  she  at  once  consented,  and  said,  "  Go,  but  be  back  at 
the  time  your  boy  usually  wakes  up  from  his  nap  ;  lie  is  so  active  he  may 
take  it  into  liis  head  to  run  away  ;  I  don't  want  the  blame  on  me."  A 
shrewd  person  might  have  felt  some  strange  foreboding,  but  Chandri  was 
without  suspicion,  and  started  off  with  the  lady.  This  was  a  quiet  time  in 
tlie  afternoon  ;  the  time  when  most  women  were  in  their  kitchens  beginning 
the  preparation  for  the  evening  meal  about  five  o'clock.  As  soon  as  all 
was  quiet  Rukmabai  slipped  out,  and  brought  back  an  old  man  in  a  buggy, 
and  called  him  into  the  house  ;  soon  after  he  came  out  and  drove  rapidly 
away.  The  widow  returned  into  the  house  after  seeing  him  off,  and  laugh- 
ing to  herself,  said,  "  Go  now,  miserable  wretches  !  be  defiled  all  you  wish  ; 
I  will  see  that  my  line  of  descendants  is  preserved  !  Do  as  you  like."  All 
this  was  accomplished  in  half  an  hour.  Another  half  hour  found  Chandri 
at  home  again.  Motherlike  she  ran  first  to  the  cradle,  but  her  boy  was  not 
there.  The  door  was  open  ;  the  mother-in-law  was  lying  in  a  heap  in  the 
corner,  snoring  loudly  and  pretending  to  be  in  a  deep  sleep.  Chandri  felt 
her  limbs  giving  away  under  her.  Her  heart  was  standing  still,  as  it  were, 
and  then  she  gave  a  loud  cry.  The  mother-in-law  started  as  though  just 
awakened,  and  said,  "Oh,  what  is  it?"  As  soon  as  Rukmabai  heard  her 
say,  "The  child  is  gone!"  she  commenced  a  loud  wailing  and  crying,  and 
instead  of  blaming  Chandri,  she  said,  "  Oh,  liow  could  I  be  so  unfortunate 
as  to  sleep  so  soundly"  ;  and  then  in  harsh  words  imprecated  herself. 

Chandri  disappeared  at  once,  and  went  to  every  tenement  in  the  building 
hunting  for  her  cliild.  Of  how  many  men  she  sent  after  Narayan  she  kept 
no  account.    He  loved  his  child,  and  came  at  once.    He  was  a  manly 
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fellow,  but  his  eyes  filled  with  tears  and  he  felt  faint  and  weak  ;  but  this  was 
no  time  to  sit  and  cry.  All  his  friends  were  gathering  around  in  an  in- 
credibly short  time,  and  all  were  interested  to  hunt  for  the  boy,  each  in  his 
own  way.  The  police  were  notified,  rewards  offered,  and  all  was  done  that 
was  possible.  Poor  Chandri  was  suddenly  hurled  from  the  hilltop  of  happi- 
ness to  the  deep  valley  of  sorrow  and  grief.  Narayan,  believing  that  his 
wife  sought  her  own  pleasure  in  a  carriage  drive,  and  neglected  her  child, 
was  full  of  anger  toward  her.  Her  mother-in-law  added  freely  and  continu- 
ally her  abuse  to  her.  Strange  to  say,  the  mother-in-law's  face  looked 
happy,  and  noticing  this,  Chandri  felt  that  perhaps  her  boy  was  safe,  and 
that  there  had  been  some  deception  practiced.  When  such  thoughts  would 
come  to  her  she  would  sigh,  and  say,  "  Well,  wherever  he  is,  if  he  is  happy 
in  the  Lord's  care  I  will  be  content." 

(7^0  be  continued.) 


#itr  Wiaxh  ni  Some. 


THE  VICTORIOUS  PROGRESS  OF  CHRISTIAN  MISSIONS. 

OUR    RESPONSIBILITY    AS    AUXILIARIES    AND  INDIVIDUALS, 
BY  MRS.   A.   A.  LINCOLN. 

Some  years  ago  the  venerable  Dr.  Clark,  for  many  years  a  secretary  of 
the  American  Board,  in  an  evening  address  in  Worcester,  congratulated  the 
Woman's  Board  upon  the  thorough  organization  which  enabled  it  to  reach 
out  through  its  Branches  and  auxiliaries  to  the  individuals  in  our  churches. 
The  American  Board,  he  added,  had  no  system  comparable  to  it  by  which 
it  could  come  into  personal  relations  with  its  constituency. 

This  personal  work,  by  which  individuals  are  brought  together  for  sys- 
tematic study  of  the  needs  of  unevangelized  lands,  of  what  has  already  been 
accomplished  and  what  our  missionaries  are  doing  to-day,  and  underlying  it 
all  the  consideration  of  individual  responsibility  for  the  extension  of  Christ's 
kingdom  throughout  the  world,  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  auxiliaries. 

The  Woman's  Board  is  the  brain  which  conceives  and  plans ;  the 
Branches  are  the  nerves  which  receive  and  transmit  the  directions  of  the 
brain ;  and  the  auxiliaries  are  the  sinews  and  muscles  upon  which  devolve 
many  of  the  practical  activities.  Brain  power  and  nerve  force  express 
themselves  in  HiuscuUr  vigor  as  a  means  of  achievement. 
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If  the  sinews  of  war"  are  the  funds  by  which  is  carried  on  this  warfare 
of  the  Woman's  Board  with  heathenism,  it  is  the  auxiliaries  which  furnish 
these  sinews.  The  Board  has  a  treasury,  but  the  officers  and  directors  are 
no  more  responsible  for  filHng  that  treasury  than  the  president  and  directors 
of  a  savings  bank  are  responsible  for  the  accumulation  of  the  funds  which 
they  control. 

The  Branch  treasuries  contain  only  the  offerings  of  the  auxiliaries,  and 
the  auxiliary'  treasury  yields  just  what  its  members  contribute  to  it.  Re- 
tracing our  way,  it  is  evident  that  the  Board  treasurv  contains  only  what 
we,  the  willing-hearted  women  associated  in  auxiliaries,  devote  to  it  of  our 
individual  conscience  and  option. 

The  relation  of  the  auxiliary  to  the  Board  should  be  that  of  loyalty  to  its 
policy,  identity  of  aim,  and  harmony  of  action.  The  pledges  of  the 
Woman's  Board  are  assumed  in  confident  dependence  upon  the  auxiliaries, 
and  only  as  the  auxiliaries  justify  that  confidence  can  the  work  be  carried 
on  with  system  and  success. 

Appeals  for  orphans  and  famine  sufferers,  as  well  as  the  special  pleas  of 
missionaries  for  their  work,  which  come  to  us  through  private  channels, 
must  be  met  by  extra  gifts.  We,  the  auxiliaries,  are  pledged  to  our  teachers, 
our  medical  missionaries,  our  Bible  women,  and  native  helpers.  To 
suspend  our  regular  offerings  for  these  to  relieve  the  latest  cry  of  distress 
would  be  as  irrational  as  for  a  mother  to  withhold  necessary  food  and  cloth- 
ing from  her  own  little  ones  in  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  strangers. 
To  meet  these  exceptional  calls,  which  sometimes  wring  our  hearts,  shall 
we  defraud  our  workers  in  the  field,  or  shall  we  deny  ourselves? 

Having  considered  the  responsibility  of  the  auxiliary  in  its  relation  to  the 
Board,  the  vital  question  is.  How  shall  we  awaken  in  the  auxiliary  a  sense 
of  personal  responsibility? 

There  can  be  no  conscription  in  this  service  of  our  Master  ;  only  volunteers 
are  accepted,  and  they  must  be  won.  We  cannot  challenge  our  fellow- 
Christian  with  the  question,  "  How  much  owest  thou  mv  Lord?"  Nor  can 
we,  in  the  summary  fashion  of  the  man  in  the  parable,  demand,  "Pay  that 
thou  owest ! "  The  idea  of  personal  responsibility  must  be  evolved  from 
the  secret  place  of  the  heart ;  but  how? 

In  this  process  of  evolution  much  depends  upon  the  spiritual  life  of  the 
church  ;  much  upon  the  spiritual  power  of  the  pastor.  If  pastor  and  people  are 
together  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  alert  to  know  his  will  and  to  do  his  bidding,, 
the  auxiliary  leader  in  that  church  may  well  thank  God  and  take  courage. 

If  the  church  has  vague  ideas  of  sin  and  a  low  ideal  of  the  holiness  to 
which  the  Master  has  called  his  followers,  it  will  be  hard  to  convince  the 
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average  woman  in" that  church  that  the  Lord  Jesus  meant  that  she  had  any 
responsibihty  for  "teaching  repentance  and  remission  of  sins  in  his  name 
through  all  nations." 

The  process  of  evolution  has  ever  been  a  slow  one,  and  the  auxiliary 
leader  who  would  assist  it  must  have  much  of  the  divine  patience.  She 
must  plan,  and  wait,  and  pray.  She  must  be  a  mistress  of  diplomacy  and 
a  past  master  of  strategy  ;  not  with  duplicity  and  guile,  but  in  the  spirit  of 
absolute  rectitude  which  possessed  the  apostle  when  he  became  "  all  things 
to  all  men"  that  he  "  might  by  all  means  save  some."  She  must  devote  to 
this  purpose,  as  to  her  Lord,  every  gift  and  grace  of  mind  and  person.  If 
she  has  social  influence,  she  will  cultivate  and  use  it  to  this  end.  Like 
Irene  Petrie,  she  will  no  more  think  of  making  a  call  without  a  prayer  in 
her  heart  than  she  would  think  of  going  without  her  hat.  If  her  parlors 
are  large  and  attractive,  she  will  delight  to  make  them  the  home  of  the  mis- 
sionar}'  meeting.  She  will  receive  each  arrival  with  personal  greeting,  and 
when  the  hour  is  past  will  dismiss  each  one  as  she  would  a  welcome  guest. 

This  devoted  auxiliary  president  will  conspire  with  her  proved  assistants 
to  repeat  and  renew  invitations,  until  having  secured  the  desired  attendance, 
the  guest  will  be  persuaded  to  come  again  to  sing  or  to  read,  or  to  prepare 
a  paper, — to  help  with  her  specialty  whatever  it  may  be. 

To  awaken  this  dormant  sense  of  responsibility,  multiply  offices  if  need 
be,  in  expectation  that  official  responsibility  will  lead  to  the  perception  of 
personal  obligation,  that  in  doing  tlie  work  one  will  enter  into  the  sanctify- 
ing motive. 

Once  a  year  ask  every  woman  in  the  church  to  join  in  some  offering  of  the 
auxiliary — say  the  Lenten  offering.  Map  out  the  town  or  parish,  ask  a 
dozen  ladles  or  more  to  distribute  envelopes  on  as  many  streets,  and  to  col- 
lect them  again  the  day  before  Easter. 

Not  one  of  the  ladies  of  my  own  auxiliary  declined  this  service  when 
asked.  The  request  was  made  in  open  meeting,  and  the  cordial  assent  of 
the  first  was  no  doubt  an  incentive  to  all.  One  cannot  believe  that  any  woman 
could  render  this  service  without  an  increased  sense  of  accountability  to  her 
Lord  as  she  made  her  own  offering. 

In  opening  this  discussion  for  the  auxiliaries  I  have  sought  to  define  some 
of  the  responsibilities  of  auxiliary  leaders  and  individual  members  ;  but  have 
v*^e  yet  reached  the  limit  of  responsibility.'* 

What  of  those  other  women  still  in  the  large  majority  in  our  churches 
'who  are  yet  outside  of  our  auxiliaries?  Who  will  persuade  them  that  the 
Master  has  come  and  called  for  them 
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THE  DAILY  PRAYER  IN  MAY. 

Our  Calendar  for  May  calls  us  to  thought  and  prayer  in  behalf  of  some  of 
our  workers  in  Japan,  and  a  few  sentences  of  information  may  help  to  make 
our  petitions  more  definite  and  sympathetic. 

Mrs.  Greene  is  fully  occupied  with  the  kind  of  work  that  comes  to  a 
pastor's  wife  at  home, — leadingr  the  women's  societies,  making  pastoral  calls 
and  teaching  a  large  Bible  class  in  Sunday  school.  Besides  this  she  leads 
the  music  in  the  Bancho  church  and  in  frequent  union  meetings,  and  finds 
time  for  three  or  four  music  classes  every  week. 

Mrs.  Gordon  gives  strength  chiefly  to  kindergarten  work,  and  is  glad  in 
the  prospect  of  a  new  and  greatly  needed  building  for  the  children.  She 
also  devotes  much  time  to  teaching  a  class  of  young  men,  who  are  themselves 
school  teachers,  thus  gaining  wide  influence.  Calling  at  the  homes — most 
useful,  but  very  wearisome — and  visits  to  the  hospital,  where  she  can  speak 
a  gospel  word  to  the  patients,  fill  up  the  spare  moments. 

A  specially  tender  prayer  will  go  up  for  Mrs.  Dunning,  who  went  to 
Japan  last  year.  Her  husband  had  preceded  her  a  few  months,  and  she 
followed  with  their  only  little  one.  On  the  voyage  the  babe  sickened  and 
died,  and  the  new,  strange  home  misses  the  angel  in  the  house  who  would 
have  been  the  greatest  cheer  to  the  exiles. 

•  Mrs.  Learned  has  the  care  of  the  Imadegawa  kindergarten  and  the  evan- 
gelistic work  connected  therewith  ;  Mrs.  Car\-,  three  of  whose  children  are 
in  America,  has  charge  of  a  large  Sunday  school,  wiih  special  work  among 
the  women  ;  and  Mrs.  Davis  teaches  the  station  children  and  in  the  night 
school. 

Mrs.  Albrecht  has  been  in  America  for  many  months,  some  of  the  time 
at  a  sanitarium,  and  her  health  is  now  much  improved. 

Miss  Talcott,  for  thirty  years  "a  blessing"  to  Japan,  while  on  her  way 
back  to  that  country  from  her  last  furlough,  was  laid  hold  of  in  Honolulu, 
and  kept  there  for  many  months  to  work  among  the  Japanese  in  that 
vicinity.    She  has  recently  returned  to  Japan. 

Mrs.  Atkinson,  busy  wife  of  a  busy  missionary,  keeps  continual  open 
house,  and  her  home  is  a  Christian  center  to  many  young  men.  She  is  also 
of  great  help  in  musical  service. 

Mrs.  Stanford  has  had  entire  charge  of  Kobe  College  during  the  furlough 
of  Miss  Searle,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  Woman's  Bible  Training  School. 
Dr.  Holbrook  has  just  returned  from  her  furlough. 

Miss  Olive  Hoyt,  formerly  a  teacher  at  Mt.  Holyoke  College,  went  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  girls  at  Kobe  in  1902. 

The  important  work  of  training  young  women  to  become  assistants  to 
pastors  and  evangelists,  as  well  as  valuable  helpers  to  the  missionary  ladies, 
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is  ill  the  experienced  hands  of  Miss  Barrows  and  Miss  Cozad.  Miss  Cozad 
has  just  returned  to  this  country  for  the  furlough  so  well  earned  and  so  nuicli 
needed. 

Miss  Howe,  with  efficient  Japanese  associates,  continues  to  make  the 
Kindergarten  Training  School  a  strong  Christian  influence  and  a  widely 
recognized  object  lesson  in  both  mission  and  government  institutions. 
Though  liampered  by  inadequate  equipment,  she  is  doing  a  most  blessed 
work. 

Miss  Dudley  is  now  resting  in  California. 

Miss  Brown,  who  had  returned  to  this  country  on  account  of  ill  health, 
after  having  greatly  improved  was  married  last  December,  and  is  now  Mrs. 
Harkness,  of  North  Dakota. 

A  long  letter  from  Miss  Keith  in  our  April  number  tells  of  her  interest 
and  success  in  learning  the  language  and  in  reaching  both  women  and  boys. 

Miss  Searle  has  recently  returned  from  her  furlough,  and  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  Girls'  College. 

Miss  Torrey  has  been  tireless  in  her  work  in  the  music  department  of  Kobe 
College,  having  with  two  assistants,  fifty-nine  pupils  in  organ  and  piano,  and 
two  singing  classes  a  week.  She  also  speaks  on  topics  connected  with 
music  at  such  gatherings  as  Sunday-school  conventions  and  conferences 
of  pastors  and  evangelists. 

Mrs.  Taylor,  with  her  children,  is  now  at  tlie  missionary  home  in  Oberlin. 

Mrs.  Allchin,  with  her  five  children,  is  living  in  the  annex  to  tlie  mission- 
ary home  in  Auburndale  ;  Mr.  Allchin  having  gone  back  to  Japan  in  1902. 

Miss  Daniels,  though  a  teacher  in  the  Girls'  School,  has  a  boys'  club  on 
Saturday  afternoons  in  the  premises  adjoining  her  residence,  with  tliirty 
members,  who  pled,a[f  to  abstain  from  liquor  and  tobacco.  They  are 
always  eager  to  lister^to  any  kind  of  a  talk  at  the  close  of  their  play  hour, 
and  give  many  proofs  of  the  warm  affection  they  feel  for  their  leader. 

Dr.  Edward  Abbott,  who  visited  Japan  in  1S99,  ^vrites  as  follows  of  the 
work  of  Miss  Case  and  Miss  Colby:  "Their  house  stands  at  the  rear  of  a 
good-sized  corner  lot,  with  the  school  dormitory  at  one  side  and  a  generous 
yard  in  front,  all  inclosed  by  a  high  fence,  which  gives  some  protection  from 
the  sights  and  sounds  without.  Here  in  frugal  simplicity  and  Christian 
devotion  these  women  are  laying  down  their  lives  in  the  daily  service  of  the 
hundred  Japanese  girls  who  compose  the  school.  I  wish  the  Christian 
people  of  America  could  see  what  we  saw  of  this  ministry  to  the  Japanese 
girls  of  Osiika.  It  would  give  them,  as  it  gave  us,  a  new  sense  of  the 
spiritualized  romance  of  Christian  missions,  and  of  the  faith,  the  self-renun- 
ciation, the  heroism  and  the  ardor  born  of  love  to  Christ  which  has  led 
them  and  others  like  them  to  set  apart  their  lives  to  the  task  of  raising  their 
less  favoi  ed  sisters  to  their  own  level  of  culture  and  privilege.  If  the  spirit 
of  Christ  is  to  be  found  anywhere  in  our  time  it  is  in  such  lives  as  these. 
Think  sometimes  of  their  loneliness  and  isolation  ;  and  not  only  '  hold  the 
rope' by  which  they  have  descended,  but  give  a  'pull'  on  it  to  let  them 
know  that  you  are  there." 

The  annual  report  of  the  Japan  Mission  printed  in  May,  1902,  reports  81 
churches  under  its  care,  with  10,856  members. 
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BOOK  NOTICES. 

The  following  book  is  fresh  from  the  press  of  Fleming  H.  Revell  Co. :  — 

Two  Heroes  of  Cathay.    By  Luella  Miner.    Pp.  238.    Price,  $1. 

Some  of  our  readers  will  recall  how  their  righteous  indignation  was  stirred 
by  an  article  published  some  weeks  ago  in  the  Outlook^  giving  an  account 
of  the  outrageous  treatment  received  by  Christian  Chinese  students  here  in 
Christian  America.  These  students  had  been  most  sympathetic  and  helpful 
to  our  own  missionaries  in  China  during  the  Boxer  outbreak,  and  members 
of  their  families  liad  themselves  suffered  martyrdom  on  account  of  their  faith. 

To  those  who  have  not  read  the  article  in  the  Outlook  I  would  recom- 
mend the  concluding  chapter  of  this  book  for  first  perusal,  as  that  deals  with 
"Experiences  in  America."  Miss  Miner  says  in  her  prefatory  note  that 
"  the  author's  royalty  on  the  book  will  be  devoted  to  the  college  expenses 
of  the  two  )'oung  men,  as  the  laws  of  the  United  States  do  not  allow  them 
to  undertake  remunerative  labor  in  this  country."  For  this  reason  it  is 
desirable  that  the  book  should  have  a  wide  circulation.  Moreover,  the 
story  of  these  two  Chinese  boys — one  belonging  to  the  middle  class,  the 
other  to  a  wealthy,  aristocratic  family — is  unique  and  thrillingly  interesting. 
Mr.  Fay's  narrative  is  autobiographic,  while  Miss  Miner  tells  the  story  of 
Mr.  K'ung.  The  pictures  of  Mr.  K'ung  in  native  dress  and  as  an  American 
student  are  most  attractive.  The  letter  to  the  mother  of  his  beloved  mis- 
sionary teacher  who  was  martyred  is  a  wonderful  piece  of  Oriental  eloquence 
and  appreciation.  Mr.  Fay's  speech,  entitled  "  The  Yellow  Skin,"  given  at 
a  Sunday-school  gathering  in  Toronto  while  the  two  young  men  were  waiting 
there  for  permission  to  enter  the  United  States  and  go  to  Oberlin,  where  they 
were  to  pursue  their  studies,  is  a  combination  of  good-natured  humor  and 
satire.  During  the  dreary  period  of  eighteen  months*  delay  between  San 
Francisco  and  Oberlin,  one  of  the  students  said,  "  I  am  glad  that  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  not  so  hard  to  enter  as  America."  And  the  other  wrote, 
"  I  know  now  that  it  is  easier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle 
than  for  a  Chinaman  to  get  into  the  United  States." 


SIDELIGHTS  FROM  PERIODICALS. 

The  Contemporary  Review  is  especially  recommended  for  its  montnly 
reviews  of  foreign  politics  and  social  questions.  T\\q  Churchman^ s  weekly 
"  Church  Abroad  "  is  ably  edited  and  suggestive. 

China.  The  failure  of  foreign  policy  in  China  is  discussed  in  ''The  Un- 
satisfactory Outcome  of  Chinese  Negotiations,"  North  American  Review 
(April).  The  author  thinks  that  the  protocol  so  crippled  Chinese  sover- 
eignty that  her  self-development  is  impossible.  Literary  Digest  (March) 
also  criticises  the  crippling  influence  of  the  indemnities  upon  the  people,  and 
makes  a  plea  for  popular  education.  See  also  in  Church?nan  (March  21), 
"  Interview  with  President  of  Church  College  in  China." 

Turkey.  "Macedonian  Reform  "  is  discussed  in  the  JVational  Review 
(March)  ;  "The  Reign  of  Terror  in  Macedonia,"  in  Contemporary  Review 


226 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


(March).  "The  Possibility  of  Russian  Control  in  Turkey"  is  considered 
in  I^orum  (April)  under  Foreign  Affairs. 

Africa.  The  Race  and  Labor  Qiiestions  in  South  Africa  "  are  discussed 
in  February  and  March  Contemporary  Review. 

India.  The  brilliant  French  author,  Pierre  Loti,  has  been  contributing 
graphic  descriptions  of  the  famine-stricken  districts  to  the  Revue  des  Deux 
Mondes. 

Philippines.  Those  interested  in  the  development  of  work  in  the  Philip- 
pines should  read  a  recent  letter  of  Bishop  Brent  to  the  Church?nan.  Bisliop 
Brent  represents  the  profound  and  tolerant  Christianity  which  is  needed  in 
foreign  fields.  The  Philippine  Review^  published  by  the  Philippine  In- 
formation Society,  aims  to  give  trustworthy  information  about  our  new 
dependency.  e.  b.  b. 


TOPICS  FOR  AUXILIARY  MEETINGS. 

STUDY  FOR  JUNE. 

Lux  Chrtsti,  chapter  six.  Our  lesson  brings  us  to  the  last  chapter  of  Lux  Ckristi. 
We  have  studied  each  chapter  with  increasing  interest.  We  have  lingered  over  the 
darkness  of  "The  Dim  Centuries,"  have  entered  India  -with  "The  Invaders,"  have 
followed  the  "Oft-conquered  People"  through  their  strange  experiences,  and  have 
been  thrilled  bj  the  stories  of  those  who  made  the  "Invasion  of  Love"  and  came  to 
help  and  to  elevate  this  people.  We  have  followed,  too,  the  "  Work  of  Women  for 
India's  Women  for  a  Century,"  and  now,  as  we  close  this  little  book,  we  are  broughc 
face  to  face  with  the  "Forces  of  Darkness  and  Forces  of  Light"  which  are  now 
contending  for  the  mastery  of  the  destiny  of  India's  millions. 

The  Central  Committee  suggest  the  following  programme  : — 

1.  Scripture  Lesson.    Isaiah  xxxv. 

2.  Current  Missionary  Events.    Philanthropic  Work. 

3.  Outside  Inducements  to  the  Heathen  to  become  Christians. 

4.  Outside  Hindrances'  to  the  Heathen  professing  Christ. 

5.  Influence  of  English  Officials  and  Policy  on  Missions  in  India.  Lux  Christi, 
pages  248-250. 

6.  Caste  as  Related  to  Christianity. 

7.  Necessity  of  Secular  Schools  in  Mission  Work. 

8.  Growth  and  Influence  of  the  Opium  TraflSc.    Ljix  Ckrtsti,  pages  246-248. 

9.  Compare  what  has  been  Actually  Accomplished  for  India  as  a  Whole  by  the 
Missionaries  and  by  Native  Reformers. 

10.  Discussion  by  five  or  six  women  on  the  Responsibility  of  the  Christian  Church 
to  the  Heathen  World,  and  the  Best  Methods  of  Arousing  the  Church. 

11.  Prayer  that  the  people  for  whom  Christ  died  may  not  perish  through  the 
indiff"erence  of  his  professed  followers. 

The  use  of  the  set  of  pictures  illustrating  Z,«a;  Ckristt  will  greatly  increase  the 
interest. 

These  topics  may  be  enlarged  by  a  careful  reading  of  this  sixth  chapter  of  Lux 
Christi,  and  may  be  supplemented  \)y  other  questions  which  will  suggest  themselves 
to  each  leader,  as  for  instance  :  i.  The  eflfect  of  worldliness  among  professed  Chris- 
tians upon  foreign  missionary  work  in  India.  Lux  Ckristi,  pages  235-238.  2.  The 
reaction  of  Theosophj'  and  kindred  cults  upon  foreign  missions.  Lux  Ckristi,  pages 
238,  239.  3.  The  forces  which  are  bringing  light  to  India.  Lux  Ckristi,  pages  252- 
258.  The  extracts  which  conclude  the  volume  are  a  fitting  ending  to  the  study  of 
India,  the  last  words  being  a  prayer  which  commends  India,  Burma,  and  Ceylon  to 
the  "  God  who  hast  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men."  m.  j.  b. 


WOMAN*S  BOARD  OF  MISSIONS. 


MAINE. 

Aubiim.-ni?:h  St.  Ch.,  ^  „  ^ 

Eastern  Maine  Branc/i.— Mrs.  F.  B.Denio, 
Actiug  Treas.  Bar  Harbor,  Aux.,  5; 
Castiue,  Desert  Palm  Soc,  55;  East- 
port,  Mrs.  G.  H.  Eaton,  10;  Orlancl, 
Con<r.  Ch.,  S.  S.,  3, 

Westbrook  —Coug:.  Ch., 

fFestbi  n  Maine  Branch.— Mrs.  C.  C.  Chap- 
man, Treas.  Biddeford,  Aux.,  3;  Cen- 
tre  Lebanon,  Aux.,  8:  Harrison,  Ladies' 
Miss.  Soc,  6  ;  North  Yarmouth,  "Acad- 
emy Circle  of  King's  Daughters,"  5; 
Portland,  Bethel  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  50 
const  L.  M's  Miss  Ellen  V.  .McPherson, 
Miss  Bessie  May  Stover),  70,  Dau.  of  the 
Gov.,  7,  State  St.  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh. 
add'l  Th.  Off.,  3.75),  20.67;  Scarboro, 
Ch.,  8,  Mrs.  Oliver,  1,  Miss  Oliver,  1. 
Less  expenses,  5.19, 


CO 


73  (  0 
13  68 


124  48 


Total,         231  16 

LEGACY. 

New  Gloucester.— 'Lega.cy  of  Amos  H.  Eve- 
leth,  OrenS.  Thomes  and  Wm.  H.  Ev"- 
leth,  Exrs.,  100  00 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Hew  Hampshire  Branch.— Mrs.  Allen  L. 
French,  Treas.  Hampton,  Aux.,  37  50; 
Harrisville,  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Hinsdale, 
Aux.  (of  wh.  Th.  Off.,  9),  12.50,  Ladies' 
Aid  Soc,  5;  Keene,  Second  Cong.  Ch., 
C.  E.  Soc.  15;  Swansey,  C.  E.  Soc,  7; 
Warren,  Cheerful  Workers  Miss.  Circle, 
80  cts.. 


LEGACY. 

-Legacy    of  Miss 


ITenmArcr.— Legacy    of    Miss  Rebecca 
Ramsdell,  George  P.  Gore,  Exr.,  250  11 

VERMONT. 

Brattleboro.—A  Friend,  10 
Vermont  Branch.— Mrs.  T.  M.  Howard, 
Treas.  Bakersfield,  C.  E.  Soc,  2;  Bar- 
ton  Landing,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Brattle- 
boro.  Ladies'  Asso.  (of  wh.  25  const.  L. 
M.  Mrs.  R.  L.  F.  Baton),  30;  iSrattle- 
boro.  West,  Aux.,  8.93,  S.  S.,  10;  Burl- 
ington, Friends,  57,  College  St.  Ch.,  28, 
First  Ch.,  29;  Chester,  C.  E.  Soc,  5; 
Ferrisburg,  C.  E.  Soc,  3.."0;  Franklin, 
Aux.,  2.25;  Highgate,  Aux.,  3,  C.  E. 
Soc,  2;  Lyndon,  Aux.,  5;  .Mclndoes, 
Jr.  C.  E.  Sbv3.,  5;  Randolph  Centre,  C. 
E.  Soc,  2.50;  Waitsfield,  Home  Circle, 
5;  Wallingford,  Aux.,  38.25;  Warren, 
C.  E.  Soc,  2;  Westminster,  C.  E.  Soc, 
5;  St.  Johnsbury,  North  Ch.,  20.65.  Less 
expenses,  10.10, 


Total,         259  08 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Andover  anfl  Woburn  Branch.— Mrs.  G. 
W.  Dinsmore,  1  reas.  Ballardvale,  C. 
E.  Soc,  5;  Jlelrose  Highlands  (with 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  F.  A, 
Ellens);  Reading,  :Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  W. 
Hazelton  made  L.  M.  by  Aux.  in  place 
of  Mrs.  Galen  Parker,  5  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mrs.  Charles  E.  West, 
Treas.    Housatonic,  Aux.,  14.54;  Lee, 


Receipts  from  February  18  to  March  18,  1903. 
Miss  Sarah  Louise  Day,  Treasurer. 

Sen.  Aux.,  A  Friend,  165;  Peru,  C.  E. 
Soc,  1;  Pittstield,  South  Ch.,  Aux., 
54.49;  Stockbridge,  Aux.,  5,  240  03 

Boston.— X  Friend,  10  CO 

Essex  North  Branch.— Mrs.  Wallace  L. 
Kimball,  Treas.     Newburyport,  Aux., 
43,  Belleville  Ch.,  Bankers  (of  wh.  25 
const.  L.  M.  -Aliss  Ruth  Child  Pike),  110,  153  00 
Essex  SQiith   Branch.— Miss  Nannie  L. 

Odell,  Treas.    Lynufield  Centre,  Aux.,      25  00 
Franklin    Co.   Branch.— Miss   Lucy  A. 
Sparhawk,  Treas.    Orange,  C.  E.  Soc., 
10;  Turner's  Falls,  Aux.,  10,  20  00 

Hampshire  Co.  Branch.— Miss  Harriet  J . 
Kneeland,  Treas.  Cummington,  Aux., 
2;  Easthamptou,  Aux.,  15;  Hadlev,  First 
Cong.  Ch.,  C.  E.  Soc,  7.75;  Hatfield, 
Real  Folks,  25;  Northampton,  Edwards 
Ch.,  Aux.,  2,  51  75 

Lynnfield.—"'  In  His  Name."  2,  Edward  S. 

Averell  and  Harry  W.  Estes,  1,  3  00 

Mattapan.—A  Friend,  3  00 

Middlesex  Brarich.— Mrs.  E.  H.  Bigelow, 
Treas.  Plymouth,  C.  E.  Soc,  10;  South 
Sudbury,  Helping  Hand  Soc,  10; 
Wellesley,  Aux.,  Th.  Off.,  44.45,  64  45 

Norfolk  and  Pilgrim  Branch.— Miss  Sarah 
B.  Turell,  Treas.  East  .Milton,  Aux.,  6; 
East  Weymouth,  Aux.,  13.10 ;  Weymouth 
Heiiriits,  Aux.,  33,  52  10 

North  Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs.  Lydia  R. 
Hudson,  Treas.  Concord,  "  Ma\y  Shep- 
ard  Watchers,"  5;  Littleton,  "Outlook 
Club  of  United  Workers,"  12.37;  West- 
ford.  .Aux.,  14.55,  31  92 
Old  Colony  Branch.— Miss  Frances  J. 
Runnels,  Treas.  Attleboro  Falls,  Aux., 
15.15;  Berkley,  Women's  Cent  Soc,  14; 
Edgartown,  Aux.  (of  wh.  25  const.  L. 
M.  -Mrs.  John  P.  Fuller),  26,  C.  E.  Soc, 
5.50;  Fall  River,  Aux.,  350;  Lakeville, 
Aux.  (of  wh.  Former  ISIember,  5;  New 
Bedford,  Miss  Betsey  Kinsley,  5),  10; 
Taunton,  Winslow  Ch.,  C.  E,  Soc,  20,  440  65 
Qwincy.— Cong.  Ch.,  "  United  Circle  of 

King's  Daughters,"  5  00 

Springfield.— A.  Friend,  40 
Springfield  Branch.— Mrs.  Mary  H.  Mitch- 
ell, Treas.  Chicopee.  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  8, 
Third  Ch.,  Aux.,  7.15,  C.  E.  Soc,  10; 
Holyoke,  Second  Ch.,  Aux.,  A  Th.  Off. 
(of  wh.  .Mrs.  Eliza  Smith,  A  Th.OfE.,  24), 
111.50;  Indian  Orchard,  "Willing  Help- 
ers," 15;  Springtiekl,  Hope  Ch.,  "Cheer- 
ful Workers,"  5,  South  Ch.,  Miss  Carrie 
L.  King,  2;  Three  Rivers,  C.  E,  Soc,  7,  165  65 
Suffolk  Bra7ich.— Miss  Mary  L,  Pelkey, 
Treas.  Arlington  Heights,  Cong.  Ch., 
:Mrs.  Wm.  N.  Snow  (const.  L.  M.  ?tlrs. 
John  G.  Taylor),  25;  Auburndale,  Aux., 
150;  Boston,  Berkeley  Temple,  C.  E, 
Soc,  30,  Central  Ch.,  A  Friend,  25,  Old 
South  Ch  ,  Aux.,  118.50,  Hope  Chapel, 
S.  S.,  15,  Park  St.  Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  Mrs. 
R.  A.  AVashburn,  20),  50;  15rookline, 
Harvard  Ch..  Aux.,  124,  Leyden  Ch., 
Ladies'  F.  M.  Dept.,  30;  Cambridge, 
First  Ch.,  Captains  of  Ten,  6;  Cam- 
bridgeport.  Prospect  St  Ch  ,  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  1;  Chelsea,  Third  Ch.,  Aux.,  31; 
Dorchester,  Second  Ch.,  Aux.,  10;  Hyde 
Park,  Aux.,  36;  Jamaica  Plain, Edmund 
Billings,  Jr.,  and  Katherine-  Billings, 


82  80 


Total, 


82  80 


258  98 
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10,  Central  Cli.,  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Newton 
Highlands,  Aux.,  14.46;  Newtonville, 
Central  Cli.,  Aux.,  26;  Roxbury,  Eliot 
Ch.,  Aux.,  Add'l  Th.  OfE.,  10,  Immanuel 
Ch.,  Aux.,  79,  Walnut  Ave.  Cli.,  Aux., 
25;  West  iloxbury,  A  Friend,  20,  South 
Evan.  Ch.,  Woman's  Union,  10;  Somer- 
ville,  Highland  Ch.,  Aux.,  10,  860  96 

Wellesley.— 'Miss  Lucy  \V.  Redman  and 
Friend,  8  00 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mrs.  Ida  L.  Be- 
ment,  Treas.  Dana,  C.  E.  Soc,  2; 
Worcester,Union  Ch.,Woman's  Asso.,50,   52  00 


Total, 


2,191  91 


Braintree.—l,ega,cy  of  Miss  Rachel  R. 
Thayer,  Tower,  Talbot  and  Hiler,  Exrs.,      7  50 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence.— Miss  Edna  B.  Hale,  2;  ISlrs. 

S.  L.  Danielson,  10,  12  00 

Rhode  Island  Branch.— Mrs.  Clara  J. 
Barnefield,  Treas.  Pawtucket,  Park 
Place  Ch.,  Inf.  Dept.,  S.  S.,  2.40;  Provi- 
dence, Aux.,  Collection  Union  Prayer 
Meeting,  Feb.  20th,  7,  Plymouth  Ch., 
"Morning  Stars,"  10;  Slatersville,  Aux., 
16;  Woonsocket,  Sen.  C.  E.  Soc,  6.76,  Jr. 
C.  E.  Soc,  9,  51  16 

Total,  70  66 

CONNECTICUT. 

Eastern  Conn.  Branch.— Miss  Mary  I. 
Lockwood,  Treas.  Greenville,  Cong. 
Ch.,  S.  S.,  10.73;  New  London,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  34,  44  73 

Glastonbury.— Miss  Julia  W.  Broadhead,  10  00 
Hartford.— Mrs.  J.  W.  Brewster,  10  00 

Hartford  jBmnc/i.— Mrs. M.BradfordScott, 
Treas.  A  Friend,  50;  Bristol,  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  2.20;  Coventry,  Aux.,  11.50;  East 
Windsor,  Aux.,  17;  Farmington,  Aux., 
22;  Hartford,  Mrs.  B.  R.  Allen,  137.50, 
First  Ch.,  Miss.  Circle,  13,  Windsor  Ave. 
Ch.,  Aux.,  63.25;  New  Britain,  South 
Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  25  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
M.  Harriet  Rogers),  53.21;  Newington, 
"Cheerful  Givers"  Miss.  Circle, 25;  Tol- 
land, Aux.,  7;  West  Hartford,  "Grey 
Stone  Light  Bearers"  Miss.  Circle,  5; 
Windsor  Locks,  Mrs.  H.  R.  Coffin,  137.50,  444  16 
New  Haven  Branch. — .Miss  Julia  Twining, 
Treas.  Bethany,  Aux.,  3;  Black  Rock, 
Aux.,  16,  C.  E.  Soc,  9;  Cheshire,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  5;  Danbury,  Second  Ch.,  Cradle 
Roll,  6;  Greenwich,  Aux.,  60.36;  Guil- 
ford, First  Ch.,  S.  S.,  10;  Haddam  (with 
prev.  contri.  to  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Mary 
Hazen  Arnold),  6.50;  Ivoryton,  C.  E. 
Soc,  15.52;  Litchfield,  Dan.  of  the  Cov., 
86;  Meriden,  First  Ch.,  C.  E.  Soc,  15; 
Middletown,  Fiist  Ch.,  Aux.,  51.52; 
Naugatuck,  Aux.,  86,  Y.  F.  C,  11.10; 
New  Canaan,  Aux.,  26.50;  New  Hartford, 
Aux.,  3.55;  New  Haven,  City  Mission 
Mothers,  Aux.,  5,  Ch.  of  Redeemer,  S. 
S.,  16,  Prim.  S.  S.,  5,  Davenport  Ch., 
Aux.,  78,  C.  E.  Soc,  1.16,  Dwight  Place 
Ch.,  Aux.,  5'.55,  Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux., 
128.75,  Welcome  Hall,  S.  S.,  20.37,  Yale 
College,  Ch.,  Aux.,  63;  North  Hav«n, 
Mizpah  Circle,  10;  Norwalk,  Chil.  Cir- 
cle, 5;  Plymouth,  C.  E.  Soc,  6;  Port- 
land, C.  E.  Soc,  6;  Sharon,  C.  E.  Soc, 


20;  Shelton,  S.  S.,  13.43;  South  Britain, 
C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Stamford,  Aux.,  25,  Y.  L. 
Aux.,  10;  Stratford,  Aux.,  48.39,  S.  S., 
50;  Torrington,  Centre  Cli.,  Aux.,  100.94; 
Washington,  Aux.,  50;  Westchester,  S. 
S.,  2;  Westfield,  B.  B.,  5;  Westville,  C. 
E.  Soc,  10;  Wilton,  C.  E.  Soc,  6;  Win- 
chester, C.  E.  Soc,  4.33;  Woodbury, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  22.60,  C.  E.  Soc,  9.80,    1,188  37 


Total       1,697  26 


NEW  YORK. 


New  York  State  Branch.— Mrs.  F.  M. 
Turner,  Treas.  Baiting  Hollow,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  5;  Binghamton,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  16;  Brooklyn,  Betliesda  Ch.,  Aux., 
15,  Central  Ch.,  Mrs.  J.  W.  James,  10, 
Mrs.  T.  P.  Wilkinson,  10,  Lewis  Ave.  Ch., 
Aux.,  52.52,  "  Evangel  Circle,"  13,  Earn- 

.  est  Workers,  35,  Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux.  (of 

(  wh.  25  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Newell  Dwight 
Hillis),  45,  Richmond  Hill  Cli.,  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  5;  Buffalo,  Plymouth  Chapel,  Jr. 
C.  E.  Soc,  4;  Canandaigua,  Aux.,  390; 
Candor,  C.  E.  Soc,  2.50;  Elmira,  Aux., 
25;  Flushing,  Aux.,  57,  Acorn  Band,  10; 
Lake  View,  C.  E.  Soc,  1  ;  IVIiddietown, 
First  Ch.,  C.  E.  Soc,  8;  Middletown, 
North,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  New  York, 
Manhattan  Ch.,  Aux.,  17;  Owego,  Aux., 
50  cts. :  Oxford,  Aux.,  15;  Patcliogue, 
Aux.,  13;  Poughkeepsie,  Aux.,  30;  Riv- 
erhead,  Sound  Ave.  Ch.,  S.  S.,  15.07; 
Sidney,  C.  E.  Soc,  11;  South  Hartford, 
Aux.,  30;  Spencerport,  Aux.,  30;  Syra- 
cuse, Plymouth  Ch.,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Wilson, 
25;  Walton,  "Every  Day  Circle,"  5; 
Wellsville,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Marvin,  15.  Less 
expenses,  100,  815  57 

Tarrytotvn.— Mis.  E.  D.  Bliss,  2  00 


Total, 


817  57 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 


Philadelphia  Branch.— Miss  Emma  Fla- 
vcll,  Treas.  JD.  C,  Washington,  First 
Ch.,  Aux.,  95;  Fla.,  Daytona,  C.  E.  Soc  , 
10;  N.  J.,  Bound  Brook,  Anx.,  30;  New- 
ark, Belleville  Ave.  Ch.,  M.  B.,  21; 
Upper  iVIontclair,  "Howard  Bliss"  M. 
B.,  29;  Pa.,  Germantown.  "  Neesima 
Guild"  (const.  L.  M.  Miss  Ella  Worth- 
line),  25.   Less  expenses,  49.75,  160  25 


Total, 


160  25 


FLORIDA. 


W.  H.  M.  fj.— Mrs.  E.  W.  Butler,  Treas. 
East  Coast  Conference  Collection,  6.20; 
Lake  Helen,  Aux.,  10;  Ormoud,  Aux., 
6  50;  Philips,  Aux.,  2,  24  70 


Total, 


ENGLAND. 

London.— Miss  S.  Louisa  Ropes, 


Total, 


General  Funds, 

Gifts  for  Special  Objects, 

Variety  Account, 

Legacies, 


24  70 


25  00 
25  00 

4,734  66 
818  23 
171  74 
357  61 


Total,    $6,082  24 


President. 
Mrs.  a.  p.  PECK, 
819  Fifteenth  Street.  Oakland,  Cal. 

Treasurer. 
Mrs.  S.  M.  DODGE, 
1275  Sixth  Ave.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Home  Secretaries. 
Mrs.  W.  J.  WILCOX, 
576  East  14th  Street,  Oakland,  Cal. 

Mrs.  R.  E.  COLE, 
1367  Castro  Street,  Oakland,  Cal. 


Foreign  Secretary. 
Mrs.  C.  W.  FARNAM, 
Fruitvale,  Cal. 
Branch  Secretary. 
Mrs.  H.  E.  JEWETT, 
2511  Benvenue  Ave.,  Berkeley,  Cal. 
Superintendent  Young  People^ s  Work. 
Miss  ALICE  M.  FLINT, 
60  Santj^  Clara  Ave.,  Oakland,  Cal. 
Recording  Secretary. 
Mrs.  S.  F.  BUFFORD, 
1814  Sutter  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


WESTERN  TURKEY  MISSION. 

Mrs.  Baldwin,  of  Brousa,  gives  this  account  of  the  graduating  exercises  in  their 
girls'  school  : — 

The  three  of  '01  were  among  the  first  to  congratulate  their  sisters  of  '02. 
Seventeen  graduates  altogether.  It  is  not  likely  to  happen  again  in  this 
world  of  change,  but  there  is  another  place  where  the  meeting  will  be  still 
sweeter.  May  we  all  be  there  !  ...  At  the  close  of  the  exercises,  parents 
and  friends,  alumnas  and  schoolmates,  pressed  forward  to  congratulate  the 
happy  group  of  girls,  while  expressions  of  thankfulness  and  good  will  toward 
the  teachers  were  not  wanting.  Then  the  specimens  of  fancy-work  which 
decorated  the  walls  were  examined  with  interest,  but  attention  was  espe- 
cially attracted  to  the  plain  sewing  of  the  older  girls,  who  have  had  lessons 
for  the  first  time  in  cutting  and  fitting.  The  twelve  blouses  or  shirt  waists 
— their  crowning  effort — made  a  very  pretty  show,  and  I  hope  our  finances 
will  allow  us  to  call  in  the  services  of  this  extra  teacher  another  year.  It 
is  worth  so  much  more  to  these  girls  to  have  this  practical  training  than  to 
accumulate  embroidered  sofa  cushions,  slippers,  lambrequins,  etc.  As  I 
stood  looking  on,  my  mind  quickly  ran  over  the  past.  Of  the  twenty-five 
girls  and  the  teachers  who  began  with  me  ten  years  ago,  all  have  gone  out 

(229) 


230 


LIFE  AND  LIGHT. 


excepting  two  who  were  then  only  tiny  mites  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder. 
Changes  there  have  been,  but  not  more  than  in  other  schools, — in  fact,  less, 
— and  the  total  number  enrolled  reaches  one  hundred  and  fifty-four,  exclu- 
sive of  kindergarten  department,  which  continues  as  prosperously  as  ever. 
Nine  of  the  pupils  have  taught  or  are  teaching,  eleven  have  married,  one 
was  expelled,  and  two  have  died.  To  tell  about  the  rest  would  make  a 
long  story. 

July  2d,  in  the  morning,  the  class  under  the  care  of  Miss  Manzara  went 
to  the  women's  meeting  in  the  church  and  heard  some  earnest  words  from 
the  assistant  pastor.  In  the  afternoon  Miss  Holt  and  Aliss  Manzara,  Mr. 
Baldwin  and  myself  and  the  eight  girls  took  a  long  drive  to  the  historic 
Hannibal's  Bridge,  and  then  on  beyond  to  the  largest  flour  mill  in  these 
parts,  with  improved  machinery  such  as  none  of  the  girls  had  ever  seen 
before.  It  was  quite  an  object  lesson,  and  they  kept  close  to  Mr.  Baldwin, 
so  as  not  to  lose  any  of  his  explanations. 

On  the  way  we  stopjoed  in  a  shady  grove  to  enjoy  the  light  iunch  I  had 
provided  for  them.  July  4th  they  all  try  to  imagine  themselves  Americans, 
and  what  it  would  be  like  if  only  Armenians  had  freedom  and  a  flag.  So 
of  course  I  had  on  my  colors,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  find  in  the  garden 
flowers  for  a  national  bouquet — white  magnolia,  red  roses  and  blue  plum- 
bago. We  had  the  flags  out  and  sung  America,  and  I  gave  to  each  one  a 
very  pretty  card  with  a  flag  on  it,  which  some  one  had  sent  from  America 
in  the  Christmas  box.  We  all  paid  a  visit  to  the  kindergarten  in  the  after- 
noon— all  our  fifty  girls  and  the  teachers — and  there  enjoyed  their  exercises 
for  an  hour;  after  which  we  had  candy,  and  I  pinned  on  all  the  children  a 
little  patriotic  badge,  evidently  an  advertisement  at  home  like  the  silver-leaf 
lard  pins,  but  they  please  the  children  here.  July  6th,  the  senior  boarders 
with  Air.  Nigohosiane's  daughter,  Virkinia,  took  Sunday  evening  supper 
with  us  for  the  last  time,  and  we  went  to  school  for  our  usual  exercises  and 
singing.  And  so  in  the  midst  of  examinations  and  reviews,  filling  in  diplo- 
mas, tying  the  ribbons  on  the  essays,  making  out  the  per  cent  and  writing 
the  grade  papers,  examining  eight  blank  books,  each  containing  one  hundred 
problems  in  geometr}',  superintending  some  necessary  dressmaking  for  the 
boarders,  etc.,  we  found  time  for  earnest  words  and  happy  hours,  for  such 
events  come  but  once  in  a  girl's  life,  and  we  want  it  to  mean  all  it  can.  I 
only  wish  I  could  do  more. 

A  letter  dated  April  20th  asks  w^hat  we  should  like  for  Christmas,  specify- 
ing different  things.  We  have  quite  a  number  of  dolls  and  a  good  supply 
of  cards  and  some  scrapbooks  for  younger  children,  so  that  if  we  had  work- 
bags  or  apron«  or  games  or  something  for  the  older  girls,  it  would  be  the 
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best  help.  I  like  them  to  be  independent,  and  not  always  borrowing  scissors 
and  needles  and  such  things.  Aprons  of  all  kinds  would  meet  a  need,  as 
this  is  something  I  am  educating  them  up  to  ;  a  hobby  of  mine,  perhaps,  but 
I  am  not  ashamed  of  it. 

Some  one  has  said,  "Women's  power  is  well-nigh  omnipotent  when 
anointed  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  Truly,  blessed  and  beautiful  and  mighty  is 
the  service  which  Christian  women  at  home  are  sending  to  their  Lord.  His 
rich  blessing  rest  upon  you  all. 

Yours  in  love, 

«  M.  J.  Baldwin. 


From  a  private  letter  from  Mrs.  Fisher,  sister  of  Miss  Eliza  Talcott,  so  long  a 
valued  worker  in  Japan,  we  glean  the  following  extracts  : — 

Matsuyama,  Japan,  January  25,  1903. 

The  time  has  been  full  of  interesting  and  pleasant  experiences,  of  novel 
sights  and  delightful  meetings  with  old  and  new  friends.  In  the  home  of 
my  son  in  Tokyo,  as  it  was  holiday  time,  I  met  not  only  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
secretaries  and  their  wives  and  missionaries  of  various  denominations,  but 
young  men  who  have  been  sent  out  from  our  U.  C.  to  be  employed  as  teachers 
by  the  government  in  high  schools,  and  who  are  in  Japan  with  the  purpose 
of  improving  their  opportunities  of  teaching  Christianity.  They  are,  most 
of  them,  in  towns  where  there  are  no  foreigners  and  no  Christians.  One  of 
them  was  requested  to  desist  from  his  Christian  teaching,  but  he  replied 
that  he  could  not  do  so,  hnd  that  they  could  get  no  one  capable  of  filling  his 
position  for  tlie  salary  they  were  paying  him  who  would  not  teach  the  Bible, 
He  carried  his  point.  These  young  men  were  cordially  entertained  for  the 
holidays,  and  cheered  by  the  social  life  and  fellowship  of  Christians  in  the 
mission  stations.  ... 

The  next  morning  exercises  were  held  in  the  Doshisha  chapel  in  com- 
memoration of  Neesima's  birthday,  when  the  room  was  filled  with  students 
of  both  sexes,  and  besides  the  addresses  was  singing  by  the  girls.  Then  the 
girls  and  invited  guests  adjourned  to  their  building,  where,  after  two  ad- 
dresses of  welcome,  one  in  English  and  one  in  Japanese,  I  said  a  few  words 
to  them,  and  a  social  hour  followed,  with  Japanese  refreshments.  Several 
alumnae  were  present ;  some  having  come  from  afar,  some  with  their  babies, 
and  there  were  some  sweet  faces,  and  some  who  spoke  English  quite  well. 

There  are  about  sixty  girls  in  the  boarding  department  of  the  school,  and 
about  forty  day  pupils.  Only  one  has  graduated  who  was  not  a  Christian. 
The  three  upper  classes  at  present  are  all  Christians,  but  none  in  the  fresh- 
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man  class  just  entered  are.  Does  this  indicate  that  good  work  has  been  done.^ 
Kobe  College  has  grown  from  its  small  beginnings  to  be  the  best  insti- 
tution for  girls  in  the  land,  I  think  I  may  say  in  all  respects,  notwithstand- 
ing that  in  consequence  of  the  Christian  schools  for  girls  started  by  the 
missionaries,  girls'  high  schools,  government,  non-Christian,  have  sprung 
up  all  over  Japan  within  a  few  years  by  scores,  if  not  hundreds.  But  Kobe 
has  a  much  more  advanced  course.  The  figures  have  gone  from  my  mem- 
ory, but  not  the  fine,  large  buildings,  the  busy,  happy-looking  students,  or 
the  sweet,  strong  faces  of  Miss  Searle  and  her  assistants. 

When  the  land  was  purchased  for  Kobe  College  it  was  quite  far  out  from 
the  city,  but  the  mission  decided  to  take  this  despite  its  isolation,  because 
such  a  large  piece  of  land  could  be  obtained.  Now  the  city  is  built  up  all 
around  them.  There  is  a  fine  view  of  the  bay  from  the  elevated  position. 
We  could  not  very  well  get  away  from  Kobe  till  Thursday,  the  13th,  when 
we  went  to  Kyoto.  The  buildings  of  the  Doshisha  are  well  located,  and  the 
homes  of  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Board  are  all  in  its  vicinity;  and 
Mr.  Phelps,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  secretary  just  sent  out,  is  to  be  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  This  is  in  contrast  to  the  condition  in  Tokyo,  where,  with 
some  exceptions,  each  family  lives  miles  from  every  other  family. 

Miss  Denton  came  to  see  us  the  evening  of  our  arrival,  as  did  all  of  our 
mission.  The  schools  are  quite  near  Dr.  Learned's,  where  I  was  stopping. 
Opposite  are  parks  that  were  formerly  occupied  by  retainers  of  the  royal 
family  and  the  old  palace  grounds. 


KYOTO  PROGRESS. 

The  work  in  Kyoto  is  more  encouraging  and  promising  than  it  has  been 
for  some  time  past.  There  seems  to  be  a  spirit  of  helpfulness  and  quiet 
but  firm  Christian  aggressiveness  present  in  everyone.  More  especially 
is  this  seen  and  felt  in  the  Doshisha.  For  the  first  time  topics  for  the  mid- 
week prayer  meeting  have  been  selected  for  the  entire  term  and  printed. 
In  connection  with  these  meetings  a  series  of  Sunday  afternoon  meetings, 
setting  forth  the  chief  doctrine  of  the  Christian  faith,  has  been  arranged  and 
is  being  carried  out.  There  is  an  earnest  desire  expressed  for  the  calling  of 
a  permanent  pastor  to  the  Doshisha,  and  for  the  bringing  into  closer  fellow- 
ship with  the  church,  through  associate  membership,  all  of  the  Christian 
students  attending  the  Doshisha. 

The  students  of  the  Doshisha  Girls'  School  are  rejoicing  in  a  new  and 
quite  large  pavilion,  where  they  enjoy  learning  and  practicing  the  old-style 
Japanese  fencing. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  MISS  McCANDLISH'S  LAST  TRIP  BEFORE 
RETURNING  TO  THIS  COUNTRY. 

I  LEFT  March  29th  for  Kobe,  where  I  took  tlie  steamer  for  Hososhima, 
thence  by  basha  (one-horse  'bus)  to  Miyazaki.  It  seemed  natural  to  travel 
over  the  road  I  had  traveled  so  many  times,  and  both  going  and  coming  I 
had  unusually  comfortable  trips.  I  became  very  much  excited  as  I  neared 
homo.,  and  though  it  began  to  rain,  I  would  not  close  the  curtains  to  shut 
out  the  first  glimpse  of  the  familiar  landmarks.  Mr.  Clark  was  away,  but 
Miss  Gulick  and  the  household  were  waiting  for  me,  with  flags  and  other 
decorations,  a  warm  supper,  and  a  warmer  welcome.  I  found  the  tears 
were  very  near,  but  it  was  nothing  to  the  leave  taking.  I  will  not  take  your 
time  to  go  into  details  ;  sufficient  to  say  that  during  the  days  that  followed 
every  one  of  the  old  friends  came  to  see  me,  some  of  them  many  times. 
Most  of  my  schoolboys  are  scattered,  but  those  who  were  still  there  came 
and  spread  the  word  around  to  others  who  might  not  hear  of  my  arrival. 
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I  went  with  Miss  Gulick  to  Takanabe  for  an  afternoon  with  the  Christians 
at  the  seashore  and  an  evening  social  time  at  the  hotel.  Mr.  Hainada,  who 
was  the  evangelist  at  Hososhima  when  I  left,  is  now  at  Takanabe,  doing,  as 
he  does  everywhere,  a  good  work.  Miss  Gulick  goes  over  once  a  month 
for  women's  meetings,  sometimes  staying  for  other  meetings,  also.  This 
took  a  day  and  a  half  of  my  precious  time  in  Miyazaki. 

Sunday  was  a  beautiful  day  in  every  way.  It  was  Communion  Sunday, 
and  the  last  day  that  Mr.  Noguchi,  the  pastor  for  three  years,  was  to  be 
there.  He  and  his  little  wife  have  gone  to  Tokyo  to  study  for  a  year  or  so. 
Six  people  united  with  the  church, — four  upon  profession,  and  two  (school 
teachers)  by  letter, — quite  an  unusual  number.  The  church  was  well  filled, 
and  as  I  looked  around  and  thought  of  those  whom  I  had  seen  come  into 
the  church  directly  through  our  influence,  I  realized  more  than  ever  what  it 
means  to  live  in  Japan. 

It  is  very  good  and  helpful  to  h^ve  a  man  like  Mr.  Torrey  come  out  for 
special  meetings,  and  great  results  are  realized, — so  much  so  that  we  have 
petitioned  the  Board  to  find  another  man  to  come  for  six  months  of  such 
work  ;  but,  after  all,  it  is  living  here  that  counts.  Ten  souls  that  I  know 
of  have  been  born  again  in  the  Clark  compound  since  I  came  to  Miyazaki 
first :  our  servants,  the  schoolgirls  who  lived  with  us,  the  coolie, — poor  old 
ignorant  man  ;  but  he  knows  enough  to  be  a  Christian. 

Sunday  afternoon  I  spoke  a  few  words  to  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society 
which  Miss  Gulick  has  organized.  There  were  twenty-two  present,  and  it 
was  a  goodly  sight.  I  had  thought  that  they  were  not  ready  for  it.  Per- 
haps iny  faith  was  not  strong  enough.  This  is  for  the  women  and  girls 
only.    The  young  men  formed  themselves  into  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  some  time  ago. 

In  the  evening  I  spoke  in  the  church,  by  special  request,  for  the  last  time. 
It  was  not  altogether  easy,  but  the  worst  was  yet  to  come.  Monday  night 
they  had  a  big  farewell  meeting  for  the  Noguchis  and  myself.  Every  organ- 
ization in  the  church  was  represented  and  made  little  speeches. 

The  Clark  house  seemed  so  lonely  and  quiet  without  Mrs.  Clark  and  the 
children.  I  missed  them  constantly,  and  perhaps  you  can  imagine  how  they 
are  missed  by  those  who  live  there.  I  am  so  thankful,  so  very  thankful, 
that  Miss  Gulick  can  be  there.  But  it  is  too  much  for  any  woman  to  live 
in  a  place  where  she  cannot  see  a  woman  of  her  own  race  from  summer 
to  summer.  It  is  too  much,  and  I  hope  and  pray  that  it  need  not  happen 
another  year.    A  family  is  imperatively  needed  there. 

Rev.  C.  B.  Olds  and  Mrs.  Gertrude  Davis  Olds  are  now  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Clark,  and  hope  to  be  assigned  to  that  station. 
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RELIGIOUS  WORK  AND  INTEREST  IN  KOBE  COLLEGE^ 

BY  MISS  SUSAN  A.  SEARLE.  .  • 

Mrs.  Stanford  has  been  able  to  start  up  the  neighborhood  Sunday-school 
work,  which  had  to  be  dropped  for  a  time.  The  women  at  the  Bible  school 
have  taken  up  the  work  in  the  village  west  of  us,  where  our  girls  worked 
before,  and  it  did  not  seem  best  to  start  again  on  our  own  place,  but  there 
are  two  new  places  at  which  the  attendance  averages  at  least  fifty  each. 
How  it  will  be  after  Christmas  I  cannot  say.  About  twenty-five  of  our 
girls  are  teaching  in  four  different  church  Sunday  schools,  the  orphan 
asylum  and  these  two  neighborhood  schools. 

Last  week  we  had  a  series  of  three  extra  meetings  for  the  school,  led  by  a 
devoted  Japanese  evangelist,  who  had  his  training  with  Mr.  Moody,  or  at 
least  under  his  influence.  The  first  meeting  was  attended  by  nearly  all  the 
girls  ;  the  second  and  tliird,  which  were  voluntary,  had  an  attendance  of 
seventy-five,  largely  of  the  younger  girls.  More  than  forty  expresses!  a 
determination  to  live  a  Christian  life.  For  some  of  them  this  was  not  the 
first  expression  of  such  a  purpose.  With  some  of  them  there  is  probably  a 
vague  idea  of  what  that  means.  Some  may  have  risen  because  they  were 
urged  to  do  so,  or  because  they  thought  it  would  please  their  teachers  and 
Christian  friends,  but  there  is  certainly  ground  for  believing  that  many  of 
them  have  really  begun  to  live  for  Christ.  This  week  our  pastor,  Mr. 
Harada,  is  giving  a  series  of  instructive  talks  to  them.  The  invitation  was 
given  to  those  who  had  decided  to  be  Christians,  but -were  not  yet  church 
members.  Seventy  were  present  Tuesday,  and  about  the  same  number  to-day. 
There  may  possibly  have  been  ten  or  fifteen  teachers  and  older  Christian 
girls,  but  that  would  leave  fifty-five  at  least  who  are  ready  to  count  themselves 
on  the  Lord's  side.  Several  of  these  stood  last  winter  when  Dr.  Torrey  was 
here,  but  have  not  yet  come  into  the  church.  The  first  time  Mr.  Harada 
spoke  to  them  he  gave  them  three  bits  of  advice  from  three  texts,  John  iv.  42, 
the  necessity  of  knowing  Christ  for  ourselves  ;  Romans  x.  2,  the  importance 
of  knowing  the  grounds  of  our  faith  ;  Luke  xiv.  28-30,  we  must  count  the 
cost.    To-day  he  answered  questions  the  girls  had  sent  to  him  in  writing. 

Probably  only  two  or  three  girls  will  unite  with  the  church  next  month, 
but  I  hope  there  may  be  a  large  number  in  March. 

We  are  in  doubt  whether  to  say  we  are  most  in  need  of  a  new  recitation 
hall  with  larger  and  better  arranged  rooms,  or  of  more  dormitory  space. 
Both  needs  are  pressing.  The  present  month  and  the  next  term  are  the  part 
of  the  year  when  we  always  have  the  smallest  number  of  girls,  but-  the  dor- 
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mitories  are  as  full  as  they  ought  to  be  now,  and  the  ten  girls  in  the  music 
building  are  using  rooms  needed  for  other  purposes.  We  ought  to  take  in 
an  entering  class  of  fifty  in  the  spring — that  was  the  size  of  our  last  class — 
and  the  number  ought  not  to  fall  below  that  if  we  are  to  keep  up  the  number 
we  should  have  in  the  upper  classes  and  to  feed  our  college  department.  Of 
course  we  shall  have  a  good  many  day  pupils,  and  a  few  of  those  now  in  the 
boarding  department  can  be  asked  to  board  outside  if  necessary,  but  I  do 
not  see  how  we  can  avoid  the  necessity  of  renting  a  house  for  the  spring 
term.  Nor  do  I  see  how  we  are  to  dispose  of  nearly  fifty  more  girls  in 
chapel  and  recitation  rooms. 

We  have  decided  to  change  our  school  year  to  make  it  conform  td  the 
government  school  year,  beginning  in  April.  So  we  plan  to  graduate  nine- 
teen or  twenty  girls  in  March.  This  will  not  lessen  our  number  much, 
however,  for  several  of  them  will  stay  for  college  work  ;  all  but  one  of  them 
graduate  from  the  academic  department.  As  we  have  no  girls  just  now  in 
second-year  college  work,  the  number  of  classes  will  be  lessened,  and  the 
entering  class  must  be  taught  in  two  divisions. 

We  much  need  additional  space  for  exercise.  You  know  our  girls  have 
to  do  their  walking  outside  the  grounds,  two  by  two,  in  a  long  line, — and 
they  are  so  conspicuous  that  we  feel  we  must  provide  as  much  as  possible  of 
their  exercise  inside  the  grounds.  We  are  making  an  effort  to  interest  them 
in  outdoor  exercise  ;  they  do  so  much  need  physical  development. 

The  change  of  time  for  commencement  makes  this  a  very  busy  term,  but 
it  will  make  things  much  easier  when  the  hot  June  days  come. 

Kobe,  December  ii,  1902.  ' 


LETTER  FROM  MRS.  MARY  L.  CHANNON. 

KusAiE,  October  27,  1902. 

The  captain  of  the  Carrie  and  Annie  is  a  good  Christian  man,  has  a  wife 
in  San  Francisco  and  two  little  children  which  seem  to  be  the  light  of  his 
eyes.    He  seems  to  be  a  good  captain,  looking  well  after  his  ship,  too. 

The  mate,  Mr.  Kekhke,  a  Russian,  came  ashore  and  took  dinner  with  us 
the  Sunday  that  the  ship  could  not  get  out  because  of  head  wind.  He  was 
on  the  Oregon  when  she  went  from  Portland  around  to  meet  Sampson's 
fleet,  and  he  was  in  the  battle  of  Santiago  ;  he  was  one  of  the  Society  of 
Christian  Endeavorers  on  board  the  Oregon.  Willie  and  Hiram  just  sat  at 
his  feet  and  listened  to  every  word  he  said  ;  Willie  even  went  to  the  Century 
to  see  if  he  couldn't  find  his  picture  as  one  of  the  gunners. 
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I  have  written  a  full  account  of  the  jubilee  to  mother,  and  if  you  ask  her 
she  may  spare  it  to  you  long  enough  to  read.  The  meetings  have  contin- 
ued, and  the  work  goes  on  here  at  Kusaie.  I  believe  now  that  I  wrote  you  a 
line  while  we  were  at  Lelu,  before  the  steamer  came  last  time.  Providence 
leads  us  daily  ;  we  can  truly  see  it.  We  felt  that  it  would  be  well  to  go  to 
Lelu  the  Sabbath  before  the  ship  came,  and  Mr.  Channon  could  thus  help 
the  Kusaiens  and  have  a  change.  When  the  steamer  came  it  brought  Mr. 
De  la  Porte  and  family  ;  he  had  come  to  have  several  books  of  the  Bible  and 
a  hymn  book  printed.  Now  Mr.  Channon  has  been  very  poorly  the  past 
nine  months,  and  has  only  kept  his  school  along  and  work  for  the  press,  not 
being  able  to  go  out  and  work  with  the  boys  in  the  afternoons.  Now  a 
heavy  task  comes  upon  him,  and  so  far  he  has  strength.  The  planning  and 
managing  and  correcting  all  proof  falls  upon  him.  He  has  to  stand  all  day, 
except  the  hours  of  his  classes.  I  can  hardly  get  him  to  lunch  or  dinner. 
Last  Saturday  he  had  to  make  about  fifty  marked  "  u's."  The  Anawara, 
too,  demands  more  of  certain  letters  in  proportion  than  our  Gilbert  or  Mar- 
shall, or  even  English  language.  In  order  to  have  the  work  done  in  two 
months,  to  go  back  with  Mr.  De  la  Porte  on  the  steamer,  two  pages  a  da}' 
of  Bible,  which  means  four  pages  of  Bible,  must  be  done  aside  from  the 
hymn  book.    The  fonts  of  type  are  limited,  which  hampers  some. 

Dece77iber  jd. — The  hymn  books  are  all  printed,  and  twenty-five  are 
already  bound.  About  nine  Gilbert  boys  are  working  on  the  binding  every 
day.  The  last  page  of  the  Bible  is  to  be  printed  to-morrow,  and  about  ten 
Bibles  will  be  bound  before  Mr.  De  la  Porte  goes  away.  They  spent  a 
mcnth  over  at  the  Snow  cottage  and  boarded  at  the  doctor's,  then  came  over 
here,  but  for  the  present  week  their  time  is  spent  here.  Mr.  De  la  Porte 
has  to  be  here  most  of  the  time,  and  takes  his  lunches  here.  Mr.  Channon 
is  spending  all  his  time  on  the  work,  being  at  the  press  house  from  9  in  the 
morning  to  6  at  night,  and  sometimes  even  8  or  9.  It  is  now  8.30,  and  he 
is  down  there  working.  He  was  very  poorly  before  the  work  began,  but  we 
spent  a  week  at  Lelu  before  they  came,  and  during  their  stay  he  has  seemed 
to  have  strength  given  to  him. 

Miss  Wilson  went  to  Ponape  to  stay  during  the  western  trip  of  the  Carrie 
and  Annie.  If  it  does  not  return  before  the  steamer  she  may  come  on  that. 
Soon  after  she  left,  Louisa  Skillings  was  taken  sick,  and  after  about  four 
weeks  she  died  of  peritonitis.  Her  loss  is  deeply  felt.  She  was  becoming 
an  important  help  among  the  girls  in  the  Girls'  School  up  the  hill.  It  is  a 
great  blow  to  Miss  Hoppin,  as  I  think  she  had  grown  to  love  her  very 
much;  but  it  was  the  Lord's  will,  and  he  had  some  purpose  in  it.  Her 
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death  was  a  beautiful  one ;  the  words  she  spoke  to  her  family,  friends  and 
others  were  very  thoughtful  and  touching.  She  sang  nnuch  at  the  last,  and 
longed  to  go. 

:  You  ask  about  Raete  ;  she  died  a  year  ago  in  October.  She  was  very 
patient  and  beautiful  in  her  last  days,  too,  trying  to  wait  patiently  for  the  end. 

Galen,  Likaksa's  youngest  son,  died  about  three  weeks  ago.  He  had 
been  here  to  the  Kusaien  meetings  only  two  weeks  before. 

The  attendance  at  the  men's  Kusaien  meetings  continues  to  grow.  Last 
week  Mr.  Channon  said  there  were  thirty-two  present.  Mrs.  Rife  has  the 
Kusaien  women's  meeting  now  ;  she  took  it  vvlien  little  Irving  was  born, 
and  as  1  had  my  Gilbert  women  my  hands  were  pretty  full,  and  she  had 
wished  for  it.  I  miss  meeting  with  the  women^  but  when  I  go  to  Lelu  they 
come  to  me. 

We  long  to  know  what  the  Board  is  going  to  do  with  us.  We  hardly  can 
hope  for  word  by  the  steamer  from  Hong  Kong,  and  yet  there  may  be  some. 
Likaksa  and  wife  were  here  last  Friday.  He  is  very  feeble.  We  observed 
the  German  Thanksgiving  Day  this  year ;  it  came  a  week  and  a  day  ahead 
of  the  American  day.  All  the  schools  gathered  in  our  schoolhouse,  and 
everyone  had  a  good  dinner.  Our  table  was  there,  too.  We  missionaries 
entertained  ourselves  during  our  repast  in  guessing  illustrious  portraits  which 
were  passed  around  on  cards.  In  the  evening  the  doctor  showed  lantern  slides 
with  a  fine  new  acetylene  lamp,  which  of  course  all  the  scholars  enjoyed. 

,  Shra,  Kelefwakun's  wife,  died  about  three  months  ago. 

'  Mote's  little  Samuel  is  an  interesting  little  boy.  Mote  has  been  doing  very 
faithful  work  in  the  press  house.  He  is  a  full-fledged  printer.  In  fact,  as 
Mr.  Channon  says,  he  will  have  a  regular  full  force  of  printers  when  the 
Bible  is  done. 

I  forgot  to  say  that  I  had  Perry  Pictures  pinned  up  all  about  the  room 
Thanksgiving  Day  ;  with  all  I  have  given  out  I  still  have  many  which  I  use 
on  various  occasions. 

A  Christian  Endeavor  Society  has  been  started  on  Kusaie  with  much 
success.  It  is  a  new  era  in  Kusaien  history,  as  they  have  never  admitted 
any  unmarried  person  to  church,  nor  considered  that  they  could  be  Christian. 
If  there  ever  was  a  Christian  worker,  it  is  the  king  these  days. 

We  almost  wish  we  could  send  Willie  home,  as  he  has  no  constitution, 
the  climate, being  very  trying  for  him.  I  cannot  keep  him  steadily  in  school, 
but  try  to  have  him  out  of  doors  as  much  as  possible.  He  and  Hiram  are 
very  much  fascinated  by  the  press  work,  and  they  set  up  and  distribute  type 
very' earnestly  and  well.    Willie  set  up  many  of  the  Nauru  hymns. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  A  LETTER  FROM  MISS  WELPTON. 

Marash,  Turkey,  Jan.  24,  1903. 

We  have  had  a  busy,  happy  fall  term  of  school.  Again  over  eighty  girls 
make  up  our  school.  It  hardly  seems  possible  to  me,  coming  as  I  have  after 
the  school  has  reached  these  numbers,  that  only  three  years  ago  the  pupils 
numbered  thirty  or  forty,  and  before  that  time  less  than  that  number. 
Miss  Blakely  and  I  were  talking  about  it  yesterday.  She  says  one  of  the 
first  questions  an  old  pupil  asks  is,  "  Where  do  you  put  so  many  girls?  the 
schoolroom  will  not  hold  them."  But  by  crowding  we  do  all  get  into  the 
schoolroom  for  morning  chapel  or  for  a  Friday  afternoon  sometimes.  We 
are  waiting  still  for  the  permission  to  build  the  new  building ;  we  do  need  it 
very  much.  Three  of  our  own  graduates  are  in  the  home  this  year.  One 
is  the  young  woman  sent  to  Adabazar  to  prepare  herself  to  teach  Armenian  ; 
she  is  a  most  interesting  girl  and  does  good  work.  We  have  our  faithful 
matron  and  teacher,  Hosanna  Varzhoohi,  and  both  these  will  be  with  us 
next  year.  Our  fourth  teacher  is  also  one  of  our  graduates,  but  lives  in  her 
own  home.  Three  of  last  year's  senior  class  are  teaching  in  Adana,  one  in 
Hadjin,  two  in  Aintab,  one  in  the  seminary,  and  the  other  in  a  lower  school ; 
one  is  teacher  in  the  girls'  vusta  in  Marash,  and  the  ninth  is  not  teaching, 
but  is  at  home.    Of  nearly  all  we  hear  good  reports. 

We  will  send  out  five  girls  the  coming  June.  Three  of  these  will  re- 
main in  Marash  field,  which  is  a  reason  for  gratitude.  This  field  seems 
always  short  of  teachers,  needed  in  the  church  or  city  schools.  There  is 
great  need  of  improvement  in  these  schools.  The  same  methods  still  obtain 
that  were  used  in  the  beginning  of  the  work.  Mrs.  Lee  formed  a  model 
school  three  years  ago,  with  the  hope  that  it  would  make  the  difference  so 
apparent  the  change  must  result.  This  little  school  is  taught  by  one  of  our 
graduates,  whom  Miss  Blakely  was  wise  enough  to  discover  as  a  girl  who 
could  carry  out  new  ideas  and  suggestions.  The  children — forty  only  can 
be  accepted — go  from  kindergarten  into  this  school.  Miss  Blakely  has  it  in 
charge  since  Mrs.  Lee's  death,  and  is  much  pleased  with  the  work  done  and 
the  marked  progress  of  the  children.  The  Bodvelles  all  admit  that  those 
children  know  far  more  than  the  children  in  the  same  grades  in  the  church 
schools.    But  they  go  on  in  their  old  ways  still. 

Just  around  Marash  in  our  field,  Mr.  Macullum  tells  us  there  are  five  or 
six  thousand  people  who  have  no  work  done  among  them.    We  cannot  but 
long  to  reach  out  for  these  people,  to  send  teachers  and  preachers  tQ  them, 
and  to  go  to  them  ourselves  sometimes.    At  present  our  work  in  school, 
needs  all  our  time. 
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EULA  G.  BATES  TEACHERSHIP. 
Extract  from  a  letter  from  Vartanoosh  Saatjian  : — 

Hadjix,  Nov.  26,  1902. 

I  AM  a  Marash  girl,  but  my  father  came  to  live  in  Hadji n.  I  studied  in 
the  Hadjin  Home  seven  years.  My  family  are  Gregorians  ;  and  at  first  they 
did  not  like  to  send  me  to  this  school,  but  I  had  so  much  desire  that,  though 
I  passed  through  many  difficulties,  I  graduated  from  this  school  two  years  ago. 

My  first  year  I  taught;  last  year  I  was  studying  in  Marash  College,  and 
this  year  again  I  am  teaching  in  the  Hadjin  Home.  If  the  Lord  wishes, 
next  year  I  will  go  to  study  one  year  more.  Every  morning  I  am  going  to 
the  school  from  my  home  because  it  is  very  near  to  the  school. 

I  am  glad  that  I  have  the  fortune  to  write  this  letter,  and  if  you  answer 
my  gladness  will  be  more  than  it  is  now.  I  know  that  I  need  your  help  and 
prayers  for  my  faithfulness  in  the  Lord's  work. 


CHARLOTTE  D.  SPENCER  TEACHERSHIP. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Shamiram  Khacherian  : — 

I  CAME  to  this  school  in  1894,  and  studied  eight  years.  If  I  had  not  come 
to  this  school  I  would  be  an  ignorant  girl,  but  I  am  glad  that  God  has  sent 
me  to  this  school  so  that  I  may  learn  of  his  love. 

I  was  graduated  from  this  school  last  June.  We  had  a  very  nice  com- 
mencement. The  subject  of  my  essay  was,  "What  is  True  Beauty?"  The 
other  girls,  too,  had  very  usefial  subjects.  After  the  essays  and  other  exer- 
cises, Miss  Bates  presented  us  our  diplomas,  and  we  sang  a  farewell  hymn  to 
this  dear  Home,  and  so  separated.  I  went  for  the  summer  vacation  to  my 
home,  which  is  a  village  six  hours  from  Marash.  When  I  was  at  home  I 
used  to  give  Bible  lessons  to  the  women,  and  I  tried  to  serve  God  in  many 
ways.    lam  the  matron  of  this  school. 

WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 
Mrs.  S.  E.  HURLBUT,  Tbeasurer. 
Receipts  from  February  10  to  March  10,  1903. 

cojttributioxs  for  debt. 


Receipts  for  the  month       .      .      .         178  75 
Previously  acknowledged,  including 
correction   2,730  69 


Total  since  October,  1902     .      .      .     $2,909  44 


ADDITIONAL  DONATIONS  FOR  SPECIAL  OBJECTS. 


Receipts  for  the  month       ...  7  00 

Previously  acknowledged    ...         151  17 

Total  Since  October,  1902     .      .      .       $158  17 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Williams,  Ass't  Treas. 


IlLIKOIS   859  98 

Indiana   47  90 

Iowa   242  58 

Kansas   42  37 

Michigan   459  27 

Minnesota   161  82 

Missouri  ........  890  86 

Nebraska   31  00 

Ohio   179  25 

Oklahoma   2  50 

South  Dakota   30  75 

Wisconsin   353  06 

Florida   1  25 

Miscellaneous   299  36 

Receipts  for  the  month       .            .  $3,601  95 
Previously  acknowledged,  less  cor- 
rection   11,221  16 

Total  since  October.  1902     .      .      .  814,823  11 


